









NAME: JIRO SAKANA 
DOB: FEBRUARY 28 
AGE: 22 


AN ESPECIALLY 
NERVOUS PERSON. 





i WE QUNS A TIGHT 
SHIP, 


+ Oy Cf 





U 
raven Pv wiceapce 
LISTEN AND test oF rye erauy 
You UsTEN , 
geo 018 ES Soma ruay 
SONNA PLAY \ DON'T Like BEING 
HERE ANY MORE ‘THAN 


BY MY RULES, 
YOU 00, BUT So HELP 
ME God, IF You sTEP 
OUT OF LINE ONE 
MORE TIME THIS 
































THAT GUY REALLY 
Gives ME THE CREEPS, 
Vesjre on, man 


yp RIT ar 
% . => 








F p50 HOW'S EUSINESS REMC FT : p —, 
2 5 RIGHT, $0.’ GONNA 
You SHOULD KEEP p Nast Fron: AFA] IT oto." con 


ABETTER EYEON ¥ EASY wirh- 


THESE THINGS, TARO, OUT UNCLE REN 


BREATHING 





WELCOME. TO SAKANA'S STALL 


AT THE TSUKI FISH MARKET J= 





L/Yes,\'0 UKEYOUR 


| LUNRGEST CRAB PLEASE, 


Wed 
Wa 


x 
ae ie % wires \ 
VE ia tl 


HERE You 
MASTY LITT 
MONSTER!) 


at 
2 


( 


= 


i Ete 


| 


SS 


€ jess 

yy lui) 
oe SSS 
} tae 








. o~ 
THERE SWE 1S, 2IRo. YOUVE BEEN WoRKNe 
THE MOST CEQUTIFUL ACROSS FROM HER 
FOR Two YEARS 
AND You STILL 





Fino ‘You KNOW 
UNCLE REN D9ESM 
DON'T CE 
FRO SILLY, THIS’Le 
‘ONLY TAKE 
‘4 second! 








C OKAY, CAN 
CI HELP You? 








LEW 1 TARS, 

SHE PROBABLY THINKS 
[M SOME KIND OF 
FRE! 





HERE. | DON'T 
EVEN WANT THI 
ANY MORE, 


GIVING You TW ¥12Co's 
WOWLD HAVE GEEN THE 
SWE WORKS WiTH EASIEST CHOICE, 
Y)_MoNEY EVERY OAY! 
CHANGE - MAKING Myer 


BE Like A SECOND 


Vanry @ranay 
some rue 3 


“AND TWENTY ¥109's 
WOULD PAVE BEEN 
RIDICULOUS! 





four Nol Sue eave You wire A PHONE 
Four ¥5005! FouR's A | NUMBER ON IT. 
NICE, FNENDLY NUMBER) 


PIECE OF PAPER, 








! 


[Ww ARE YOU GONNA») j— 
= | 

Md a 

tan Sa 











, 
lem 


VUE y 
% cL 
a 
23 
b=, 
ac 


g a 
5 xy 
és 





YOu DON'T GIVE YouR 
NUMBER To EVERY Gu 


LWANTED To 
TB sx vou «Few 
GUESTIONS. 








S0..WE RE GONNA 
MEET TOMORROW 
AFTER WORK. 





Cage 
Pravda 
WERE THE SS] 
LAST Boy 

ON— 7 

; 

1 F 
if <3 } 
5 3 


GUEWENE HE HE ye 





aT WAS THE GREATEST | 
BI as NRO! west BRO! 


OFFICE PaRTY EVERI! 
Oy ¢ 
WAS ANYONE EVER TOLD 
you 





SOME SHY 
INES ACROSS, 


THE MARKET... 





YWoow's wort £0 
MACH TARO. I'L BE 
FINE TOMORROW! 


TS NOT UKE 
VM DATING HER 
ALREADY... 


\ MEAN, WE'RE JT 
GETTING TOGETHER 


r's UKE. ..AN 
INTEREST 





wa 
TP ano wiry mv 6000 
Zi Looks AND CHARM, 


<I 
WEILL CHAT... 





WELLIGOT 
WORK IN THE 
MORNING, SO IM 
GONNA GOTO 

SLEER, 


You sHout® 
TALK TO MOM AND 
a BEFORE You 
atin ? GOON Your PATE 
D RRO. 
A FULL NIGHT'S Uae 
REST FoR THAT, 


























Mm KIND OF WORRIED 


H-lIEY MOM AND DA ABOUT 7. BUT HE'S 


WAS JIRO TELLING NOT A kid ANYMORE 
You ABouT His R Sor 
DATE THING TODAY? 


WAWELL, M GOING 
70 WORK NOW. 





Uaalingls 
THIS 1S GONNA, 
BE ALONG DAY 





a = 
You Ne 0 You Gurr our 
. tos! OF IT AND STOP 
\ Asp ausr accePr. BEING 50. 
a 
C'MON. TARO, GET 


acBAT. 
TT TOGETHER! YOU'RE 
dick a) THAT HE'S NOT YOUR 


11'S ONLY 


ACTING CRAZY! 
x Baby BROTHER 
ANYMORE! 
fe =< You can 








l 9s 
S| 
( > Cae 












Ap Youn TUPI, 


Vi SHE MIGHT 
BE DECIEVING You,” 


7 nope. 


WHAT THE HELL 
ARE You 
LookiNG AT?! 


YOUR Post!!! 





\ REAAFANGED THE stock, 
IN THE Back BECAUSE rr 


USTEN, KID, 
1VE BEEN WORKING 
SEEMS TODAY'S SHIPMENT WITH REN SAKANA, 
-\_ tt BE LATE. - 


FOR 20 Yeo)! 


| DESERVE A 
LITTLE MopE, 
Respect! 





working AT 
Wis sraLl. 
FOR ALMOST 
A DECADE, 


F Years ont A 


DECADE. You NASTY 
UTTLE WEASEL, 


Gur rm stun THE semon | 
STAFF MEMBER HERE 50 
You HAVE To LISTEN 70 
Me, AND SAY Your, 
STOCK'S CRAP, 


a 
YRNOW, THe ONLY | 

Mee! 1 Just 
TTWME | CATCH ANY SUBPAR?! 

CALLING IT LIKE. # 
FLack ig when | CALLING . Bor, ace the Seinen. 
uP To ME You'd ‘STAPF MEMBER! 
BE Our OF THis 
MARKET 50 FAST 





0000... WAS 
A BACK HERE... Ll 
0 
iar aust 


CUTTING iss FigaRES! \ OH, DON'T WORRY. 
MuRa's NOT SPECIBL. 


1m MEAN TO. 
EVERYONE. 








YES, oF 
course, sik! >“) 


Ie aRD wasn 
REN'S NEPHEW 
THERE'S No WAY 
Hei EVER oer 
THis JOB! 


A) (Reese | 
OPEN Yer? /-) 








WE HAVE 
STANDARDS: 


A 


. s 
WS a 
THANKS FoR Nor 
SRE WING ME OVER 
TWICE, Asoiote! MM | 
p 
“ 





HERE, LEMME 
wRAp THIS UP 


REN'S GOWNA 
WHY HE 


33 [START WOVDERING 
Loses ps 


SO MICH MONEY 


Px WHEN YOURE 


THERE'S NEVER ANY 
LOSSES WHEN JIRO'S: 








Bur JIRO AUNAYS 
MANAGES TOSEL 


twice ia mot 

we % 
oe = ICE As WHAT HE'S GIVEN! 
me THAT our migtT 
EveRYone! TELL TWO PEOPLE, 

ie > ‘TOPS, AND You 

¥ DONT ALWAYS: 
MAKE THE SALE. 


OH, AND YouR 
FACE LOOKS 
HYSTERICAL 
WHEN YOU'RE 


fe] 


Vs How CAN'T | 
2 COMPARE You? 





?/ AW 
BE IF MER?! AS MAYBE THAT's 
‘ 


MA) EL STA 
You ASKED 1 COME HERE WAY You DON'T 
idea ; HAVE 


ANY FRIENOS? 


RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE STOCK. 





1 DON'T NEED THAT - COMPLAIN To 
KIND OF STUFF TO mylene dig AME’ A If Me Agoura 


LOT OF THINGS... 
















NAME: TAISE! TACHIBANA 
DOB: JUNE 30 
AGE: 22 


MOST LIKELY 
TO SUCCEED. 


CHAPTER: 








f Bur I THOUGHT, 
wD me “AWESOME! Mites 


WE FINALLY 
WHY DID You SOM 
SITON. mer L d ~ 
DID | TRY TO RIDE 


1 % e \ 
HUNG OYER RIGHT > = 5 A YOU LIKE A BIKE 
sou eee we : f LAST NIGHT > 


> But WE OoN'r 
| 2s eee) 
609900 \ PILLOWS. { YEAH, | KNOW, 
morwinves)\ - 
AZ 





ER. 


See 


eur most mionrs ST) l 
MY COWORKERS rane 1e, 
Just Buy Me 





LOOK ON THE 
BRIGHT SIDE! 


GET SAD UKE 
THIS WHEN 
YOURE HUNG 


iN 


[ano BESS! Youre 
UKE, THE BEST SALES- a 
MAN AT Your COMPANY! 








‘CUE THAT'S THE 
FIRST THING 'M 
BUYING WITH THE 

BONUS FROM THE 

HUGE PROMOTION 

(WAS CELEBRATING 


You'RE LOOKING 
AT THE NEW 


ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR 


US COULD SPEND. 


THE WHOLE DAY... 





GUT Your. 
HAVE TO 












| gee 
S 


Ny tus stoppes |__ 

Nf WORKING IN p 
MIDDLE ScHoot!! 

Q 


AND THEY tb 
BE LR 








mae EXACTEY, 

Tis a’ \ f HERE, START 
LOOKING 
THROUGH 


THESE AND 








WELL, IF SHE KNOWS 
AS MUCH ABOUT You 
AS You DO ABOUT HER- 





BELIEVE ME, 
APPRECIATE rt! 








em \y 
CAN | TAKE \ VU MEET 
A MESSAGE? y HIM ON THE 
Y BRIDGE BY 

THE SUBWAY 

STATION AT 





i'M REALLY 
EVCITED FoR 
‘THIS, TAI. 











Y'KNOW. een 

MENTALLY * 

PREPARE. S(T} 
\ P 


TAL 
EPAN 


Bi 























Sasa 


[sa fh) ey 
co Seat 








UMEAN, | TRUST 
THE Guy wiTH MY 
LIFE BUT WITH 
JRO'S Z2 YEARS >i AGIAL? 
OLD, WE CAN 
TAKE CARE 


OF HIMSELF! RY 
—j 
Ihe aes 
— 


/” WITHOUT BEING 
ALLUP IN HIS 
Business? 


THIS ALL SEEMS: 
A LITLE Supdew! 








LISTEN, MAN, 
J ir 1 DON'T KNOW 
KIND oF SHIP THEY 
RUN AT THAT SCOOTER 
BUSINESS OF YoURS.,, 


BUT THIS JOB MEANS 

A Lor To ME AND I'M 

NOT Just GONNA 
WALK Our !! 


BUT You've NEVER 
TAKEN A DAY OFF, 
‘AND JIRO IS YouR 
ONLY BROTHER |! 





1M SURE Your 
Coworkers 








WO EXPEcr IN 
THI KIND OF 


SLACKER 
ATTITUDE 


a (RN 





a) 
(na 


HAT WAS AFTER 

















NAME: YUUDAI TANAKA 
DOB: NOVEMBER 15 
AGE: 25 


MEAN TO 
EVERYONE. 








Dy W'S Goa 


UHH... HEY... I 
CASH REGISTER GIRL. GRear, o1Ro! 





TASE! ALWAYS 
TAKES WIS. 

GIRLFRIENDS 
our... 





et 
{| SHIBUYA 
HG) | Seaton Soh 


= 


"ANYTHING You 4 
, WANT, BABY. 1 
fk 


yl 

















\-\. DON'T WANT . oS V4 
EN, I'M GOING 
oN WY TROUBLE by cid Ona FIRST pate. 
\ g 7'| JUST HAVE if 
1 KNOW You! K ; : 
BEEN FOLLOWING Shaw ane: Mh GiRt 


US SINCE THE yy 
SuBway! ‘AND YOU LOOKED LKE 
v [od 


A Good BorFRIl 





“ues icouo 7 
Give You Some WELL, JUST REMEMBER BUT | DON'T 
TIPS... bd 


THAT GIRLS LIKE know WHAT MY . 
CONFIDEAT GUYS! BEST TRAITS ARE, 
OK.» 
How WOULD 
You DESCRIGE 
YOURSELF 10 


JIRO SAKANA, 
1M 22, ANDI 





Wes 


, 
» ES: 





Dm 


‘bt 


i Bia 





$@ WHERE S. 

YouR UNCLE? ; mS 
ISN'T HE USUALLY al ne 45 
INTHE BACK WITH You?) 2 Es 


V/ WE OPENED A 
‘SUSHI STALL IN 


HE'S BEEN WORKING 
Z| THERE with A Few \ | 
L\ OF OUR CowORKERS 
HE BROUGHT FRom 
‘THE STALL. 





\ Cz 
Gs 





ss Sy 


x 
‘Laas 














Bur | DON'T re HSE. 
aurgaoy VU THINK HE. )-/ se ponrr seta 
E TOO MUCH 
a JAPANESE... 





Ne tS 


waar caw \| [27 
1D YA For, WE 
Guo? 
Std 
INEED To a 
ASK MY UNCLE | APN) 
IF 1 CAN LEAVE 
EARLY, (A 


‘JIRO'S GOING 
ON A DATE AND 





‘need toes J 
THERE. 





YER BRUTHER'S 
KIND OF A SPAR. 


$0 You SWuD. 


WORRY SBouT (4 


Hida, NOT YER. 
Cousin, 





= 
RIGHT, Vue 


=) BE RIGHT 


1S THAT Your, 
SURNAME? CooL! 





ivr TARO 
OR our LA 
wIRO'S 


GOING 
ON A parE! 





(0 KILL TO 
See rHaT! 


OH! "You sHourp 
COME Tool! 


BLE 
To CoveR TARO'S 
TRAITOR ASS! 


WHY WOULD 
60 wiTH You?! 





BE JUDGING BY MR. SAKANA'S 5 (rs Smet 
PERSONALITY, HiS RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIS NEPHEWS +++ 


STAFFED BUSINESS To KEEP 
THE APPEARANCE OF AQuUAINT 
FAMILY-RUN OPERATION... 


AND YOU AS WELL, RATHER 
THAN RISK HIM WORKING IN 


AND YOU IN AN OVERWORKED 
ENVIRONMENT! 


as 
OK. ALL THAT Y f 1 
EH jl 1F SOMETHING ) 
GIBBERISH - ‘GOES WRONG. DEVASTATED, 
Z @ YOU SAY? 
ay of 


In/ +otaiby the 
5 ey ae best salesman) 
PT 
Ne 
a 


se 


AREN'T You 
WORRIED 
b ABOUT HIM?! } | 
<a = 





y 
H Fiowoutonr ee 

MERE er maser 
Rope 


A q WN 
THIS 6 THE. | WAVE THis, th 
UNDER conreou! )O 
ust Tae 
ABour wie, 
YM OFFERING! 47 


INTERRUPTIN' 
> 








How's ware 
YouRSELF, 
WATANABE, 


EXCELENT, 





ino us excevtenr! JRON~ You Two Gor 
AT THE STALL? y 


CAUGHT uP! 























‘AguT DAW } 
on TIME! 


OF COURS 
You Gane 





‘Your AUN’ BY \vunno, . 
MAKING Shine MAN, | BEEN SEEIN' PRuS)| WANTED 
ON WEDNESDAY, )y) 2 = . SUM SHADY LOOKIN’ TINTRODUCE 
] JAN T'THAT BIG 


Guys RoWND'ERE ZAM doory Kip vant J 








GAVE THIS. 
DNEY To Me! 


Nw Ww 


V DONT HAVE 
A PROBLEM 
EITHER! 


Marge F You Sy 
DIDN'T oBSSESSIVED & 
GAMBLE ALL YOUR 
MONEY AWAY, HE 
WOULDN'T HAVE To!) 


OAMBLE 
OBSESSIVELY, 


Bn 
7 HE'S JUST 2 2 
TRYING To GET THIS MONEY 
BACK AT Me BY tee 


You SPEND 


ol 
GIVING IT To You! 








ee 

WER LIKE, Xd ‘cue ie YOU 
A HOBBY OF YOURS?! ~ WEREN'T MY. 
COUSIN, I'D BE 


Geurs AM 
Your Cousin! 


You CAN'T HURT 
HER! 


EACH OT 























UBETTER NOT SEE 
You AROUND HERE 
FoR A WHIFE !! 

















THAT'S SUCH \"/ 
sats 


nec: 


E 
3 


ui 
f] 
z 
z 





AND BESIDES! Yean! pout WV 
YOU CAN'T TELL pesucna "ot 
ME WHAT To bo! = BULLY, TARO! A oe H 
(M FREE FoR ps 
THE int TLGO 
weerever want! | 


THAT'S Nor 
TRUE AT ALL! 





$0..THs GUY i 
16 LUKE wn 
aIRo's 
BOYFRIEND? 




















HEV GIRLS, | KAOW 
THE CUTEST CAFE 
1 SHIBUYA! 





De 
REMEMBER 
ANY REAUY 
TRAUMATIC 

EXPERIENCES: 








DAISHIKE SAYS 
< 1m Yur, well, FiRsT You 
BorFWend Now J31 Tl Gotta close 


YUR EYES: 





bo ae 
Ate 








at 





= 
Wet, You dID Ny XY 
usr THROW up) 


AND THEN WE 
WALKED HERE! 


> 'Mcoina CA 
GB wewin oA 











ARE YOU UP FOR k 
BB) CHEAPIES 5 THE 
HE'S GONG TO Vad p HOTTEST 
CHEAPIES !! 


SS ae 
cn LIKE 
THEIR DONUTS. 
-/ 


‘SOME DONUTS? 
g ry NEW DATE 
‘I 


Shi INHARRUKUE 





oH! SORRY, 
HAVETO TAKE PICK A G00 
THIS OUTSIDE. F \ PLACE To srr) 








RioHT NOW 


WE'RE AT THE 
DONUT STORE, 












NAME: GENJI SAKANA 
DOB: JULY 21 
AGE: 28 


THE WORST 
COUSIN. 





3 
z 
= 
= 


s 
2 
rs 
g 
= 
Ss 


SS THE 
ATION. /Z"| 


Lel'bL GO 


ASSES 
iru 

















| BROUGHT IT 
TARO YOU'LL FROM HOME, 
NEED To PUT JUST IN CASE, 
ON THIS 
Digguise 


IMME BACK 
aN lcs! 


THERE! 


(CAN'T EVEN 
TELL ITS You! 

















WW A 
EVEN SUPPOSED. 
TD GET THERE? 











GOING 


WHERE 
GODDAMN 
OR 00 You 





aust 

















‘So WHAT DYE 
Qo You use 

To GET THAT 
HAIR. COLOR?, 





INE TRIED : x 

Gettinetuat ) ahs, SWEDEN? 

CoLoR ee FORE. \ wsa 
SWEDISH 


PRODUCT > 


OA! sors, 
NATURAL! 









ww 


THEY Pur You 


YOUR SCARS WN 


REALLY NEAT 
Too! 





WHAT ARE, 
YOU TALKING 
AeouT? 


UP TO THIS. 


NY HAIR'S 
NOT Cool. 





TARD AND J1R0 

PROBABLY TOLD. 

You _AuL ABOUT 
ME, HAH??? 


THEY TOLD 
You To Be 
NICE tome! 


\ BET You've BEEN 
PLAYING DUMB THis, 
WHOLE TIMg!! 


“THEY PROBABLY 

“TALKS ALL KNDSOF 

SHIT ABOUT ME AT 
Wome! 


ABOUT HOW I'M 


BS MEAN ano DIFFICMT 


AND ANNOYING. 











WELL 







THEY'RE NOT. 
VERY GossiPY 
ABOUT WORK. 






< 






WHY ARE You 
BEING $0 NIGE 












oui 
ARE YOU ALRIGHT?! z whi 
Dip | WRT You2!?- ? fi ( iu ae 
Wt 


0 

THAT! ME WAS, 
releoae a3 
NICE 





VOM GELIEVE PN ; me 
YOu BQUGHT Abi x ‘aes Dio 
THESE DONUTS! i Vout Ties 


oomuts 2, 





50, HOW LONG 
HANE You GEEN 
WORKING AT 
TSUKI, IRD? 


AND Your. 
BROTHER? 


Business 
FOREVER. 








Me. MATSY NY) 


1S FRIENDS 
with My 





Em | 


\ | Sw. 
owner Af 
povou 
TRAIN T 
For? i} 
[= | 
% rt 


HEM = 
2 ike 


1 








D c-eur, CONSIDERING. MEAN, ASI06 FROM 
EVERYTHING THAT COULD THE PUKING AND. 
HAVE GONE WRONG GY NOW... GLACKING OUT AND 
IMPULSE BUYING, But. 4 


1 JUST DON'T 
foie ee TT 
WELL YET ! 

DD 


FULUOF FUN.» 3 
SuRPRISES. 





7 ‘guOULD WE 
9) iroren \ 
me sue’ 


Ie 


‘50 TEL Me 77 Tan We cau'T 7 
ORE ABOUT ONE WAS 
Your. 068. (wer 30 PUD IS. FRedasune 
(ore) FAST ONE! / PCOS TALL THE OTHER 
ee 4 aN 
y > y ont q 
Ry / iW | 
ne De : 
w/' la \ j 
=" 





SOME BNGRY 
LADY WE RAN INTO S\/ 
OUT ON THE StREer! |) 




















stn oBT You JUST RAW 
7 4 INTO ME QUT. 
" $0 INSTEAD OF 
NOP SUPRISES ASKING ANY ig WAVE To 

‘To SEE THES QUESTIONS... 


mpotoere ‘ | 
OF YOU SITING pa 5 § 
TOSETHER & Dd 


7 


WHILE You y 
EACH OFFER Z y| 
me SINCERE P 
Sie APoLocies, 
We 


si 
WAVE ExPEcrE® 


= WT EVEN, 























1 fase 
Ry \7 


MY BEHALF! 


weno 
Bur | REALLY Don’'T Dwe're, HE WAS TRYING irs 
ENCE rs 1 1 NO NEEO TD 
THINK VLENCE SKC AST FO MELE YO CRAY GET ANGRY ON 
L 


ano 
RAN 
w\ 
\j 
14 SURE THERE'S 
AFAIR AND 
BUSINESS-LIKE 


SOLUTION TO 
A THis DILEMMA! 








NOW, GENTLEMEN, 
AND LADY, 


TN TIMES LiKE: 
THIS, IT MAY BE 
DIFFICULT TO COME 
TO AN AGREEMENT, 


eurterus \T [7 


PUT ALLTHE FACTS 
‘ON THE TABLE. 


Ale ou EET \/ pup uatee A gia 
HAVE HAD A SUGHT pentee eee 
ALTERCATION WI MY Ao mest ie 
ABSOUIATE, MR SRKANA,) \aroLDsize Foe ony 
A t6bOMF OF Ber os 


1 SEEK YOUR UNDERSTANDING ow. 
TWS MATTER: THE THREE OF WS ARE 
CURRENTLY OccUPIED With THOUBHTS 
GF OUR FOURTH ASSOCIATE, Me. 2B 
SkKAWA, WHO IS ENGAGED IN AW 
WTEREST mEETWG WITH A YOUNG 
Women Ar Tire TROLE BENING THs 
fy, ARSE OuIGHWUT MAS Cor. 


‘ WHILE THIS YouNe Lavy 
SEEMS PURE oF INTENTION, 


Tre Taree oF us SIMPLY 
CAV \GNDRE Aw ofPoR TUNITY 
Fok o1scend To ENTER THis 
UADPY SCENE, Aub HAVE Tt stY 
CHOSEN Te OBSERVE THESE 
DROLEE DINGS Feom & NON 
OBTOUSIVE DISTANCE, 





‘00> 
WERE seaee 
Abour wie 
cloTHes! 
we're ust 
VERY WORRIED 
‘Abou out 
FRIEND! 


Tu BUY You 
A DOUGHNUT 
LATER, OKAY? 


HE DOES THIS 

WHEN WE Won'T 

LET HIM WATCH 
CARTOONS. 





THAT. WEIRD, 


ObAY, LEMME BEING 
ze Bea ‘erie | 
snc Sit lh, | eye 
AND THIS A AMIR SCARED OF A NICE. 
GIRL TO FUNCTION 


FRIEND 1S 
LIKE A NORMAL 
HUMAN BEINS ? 


THE GUY AT 
THE TABLE 
BEHIND 

THE DOUGH 
TE ONE THAT's 
PROBABLY 6¢1 SOME, 
MENTAL ISSUES? 


VIN” 
| ree! ene, (> DROP THAT 
You MEAN THE SWEATY PSYCHO IF | 
HITE LOSER WHO'S = WAS HER, 


BM vnc ow A 
DATE, 
Tey AND ooEsWT YT \ SPUTTERING ALL OVER, 
KNGW YOURE ) 7\ THAT POOR GIRF? 
WERE, <A 








es » LAO WE FINALY 
WHENEVER: NOTHING ExciTING seliaioe 
'FEELBAG, “ue DoES CR EVER HAPPENS aT 

MaTSUMoTo's! 


THE ICEMAKER 
EWING OUR STALL 
BLEW UP ONCE. 




















ewer V7 me ee 
ANY CIEE. oe f ak WHEN You ~ : Aw YOueE, Ven sonny 


CIERYTHING, 





Y-You DON'T 
HAVE ANYTHING 
TO APOLOGIZE FOR! 


WATHE ONE 
WHO SHOULD 
BE SorRy! 





MVE FELT 50 Gury’ 
FOR $0 LONG 1 JUST 
WAVE To SAY vat SORRY, 


WRO SAKANA. 





TUL NEVER FORGIVE 
MYSELF FOR WHAT 
DID IN PRESCHOOL. 






































Yow InsuLtED 


‘YOU TRIED TO a \j YOu PusHED WAY BROTHER! 
KUL Mi BROTHER, si au pie 


You Ps¥cho Para! 


WELL HE'S 
AWEIRDO! 


ME 30 1 PusHeD| 
‘YOU HERDER! 








IRQ, THIS GIRL 
TWO-TIMING You! 








CH—CHE, 
COULD | TALK 


TO You ALONE?, 
d WHERE ARE 
i You GO— 
a 


a. 


\ 








rh wee os 
0 " I r 
FOR THE DAMAGES. bse oes 


%y 
\ Fg 


el, 
Z 











7 cour: 
ON You, DUDE! 


THEM EVEN 
MODDER! 


QUST GIMNE 
Acius WHEN 





yevou CAN 





































NAME: JAN KRIEGER 
DOB: JULY 28 
AGE: 22 


ALWAYS TRIES 
HIS BEST. 


HBVE BEEN PAD, 


WELL, AG LONS /) ¢ 
Wear ed DAMAGES AS Ir's PAID %) (ree 











ND MORE 
ey FIGHTING. 





o ‘ 


DONT =< 
| Ae 
bac) 
WM GETTING’ 
LY Aca 
gpewel y 
q 


BRUING ef 
a. 
Bay) q 





Kn no! > 
pO VOU STILL 
‘SEE JRO? 


NEVER 
OME, 1 


JARAS 


0 
kul, 





YORRE 1 
MEIN PARK! 
h 


exaubous: 


pease COME 
FiNOMe. 





THIS HAS BEEN SF 
TM A PRETTY TENSE 
DAY, HUH? ~ 
Th cone 
I 865 win 
ger me, 
\) a 


vg 











A-AND I'M SORRY 
THE GUYS BARGED 
IN ON US Like THAT, 


TOLD THEM, 
WE WERE Jusr 
MEETING UP. 





RO! 
ENOUGH WITH 
THE APOLOGIES 
WE SHOULD Keep 
WER AND YOUR. 
BROTHER AWAY 
FROM EACH OTHER, 


15 Now THAT 

BIGA DEAL! Mor! 

WAS DOING THE 
SAME THING, 





THE PUSHING. TWE PUNCHING 


AFTER So MANY AND BITING, FL 
™ 
NEARS! THE KICKING, 


THE TIME | 


% iv : 

y) \CAN FINALLY ai You “a i 
APOLOGIZE d p THEN | FELT 
FOR EVERYTHING! RTH AT. “ fi \. SA Bad ABOUT iT, 












Loree THAT pee 

MGRTOUR ee 

Z-~ PARENTS WERE... Z, 

2 COMING HOME 
FROM SOMETHING... 


1 OUNND, 
Se Os 
i AND THERE 
WT poesw'r ) p WAS THIS TRUCK 
MATTER WHAT “AND. 
fy. es A Bie CRASH 


AND EUERFTHING, 
ue. 





50 WE WENT TO 


ive with OUR 


UNCLE, AND HE 
SENT US TOA 


K. PRIVATE ScHOOL A 


> 
WT HAD NOTHING’ 
ToDo WwiTH fa, 





$0 TELL ME 
ABOUT YOUR 
SISTER!!! 








y ~~ 
‘mers HAVING sue wes wns \ |Z 
ATouen te WITH WER FIANCE = 

W kyoro, eur... 


THEY WED A 
REALLY Bio 
FIGHT... 





1( wenn. Ab, THINGS 
CONSIDERED, 
\TRINK YOU 
WANDLED tT 
PRETTY WEIL, 





VE YOu Q1ON'T 
RECOENTBE ME 


WHY DIDYOU. 
A 


UTRINK HE 
JUST THREW UR. 








ay. 


Onuy one 
why 


10 
FIND ou 








‘Ye YOu 
ee rren Keer 
WaneNG, 
\ 
\ 


4 





50 WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


eZ 








SHE USED TO 
TERRORIRE ME 
'N PRESCHOOL, 


you GUYS WERE 
ALEING FOR £ » 


ALONG TIME! . \ 
ace rope 
3 | Courier 
Oo s) K 
ped NX 


i 


WITH ME, 


UFE TOGETHER. “woRE 
TRAN 
100. 





‘E-EVERYTHING'S 


FINDA FURY, BUT> wi" Ww GOING 


7 WELL YES: 
A T NOW WE 














‘toure weRE ef You SHOULD 
WHERE ARE You CUR You CARE > PARTY To! 


GOING? WE'RE 
ALL GONIVA 
CELEGRATE! 


Waar Es 
o (HAVE You. 

BEEN TELUNG 
THIS MAN, 





S ) 
OG ¥ 
I> 4 
1-1 SHOULD 
J LAN REAUY JUST 
<i GO HOME. 
a sl 








Coren, mas y 
VWMNOT SURE. 


Amerie FoR TN Taree Year vou 
ME TOU MERE, ARE HERE, - AWESOINE 


THIS 1S GONNA 
BEST 

















PT Weve CON | OH, AND HOW'D 
‘ Wena? vou ee, te mR 
At 
OF WAITING Oy went || asians 
THE HALL, ; 4 


Your 
BE LEAVI 
SHORTLY, 


ING 
tL DIONT P WY, 
HEAR. YOU, 1 
COME IN«! . (( i 0 5 HE READY TD 
KS B\Y Give You THE 
MARKET STALL? 











AGUSINESS” «aoe 
an LIKE mE S 
GOULD USE A 





NOW, NORMALLY. 
VM NOT THIS HARD 
ON FOUKS. 


BUT You bo 
OWE ME ALOT 


GIVING You A, 
(CHANCE TO 





“HELO, GOOD 
Reapers! 


MY NAME IS 
MADELINE RUPERT, SAKANA Is A Sulce OF | LIFE Bib, IMPORTANT SCENES 
Su se on CALL y pamagpa 3 tN 


WHICH Focuses THE onal 
ONS MAIN THEMES: in 


TODAY, '0 
UKE TO TAKE 
SOME TIME TO 
EXPLAIN How 

SAKAWA IS Mave! 


as : 
CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT: 
ane 
9 
ARI (onsite Fie ren 


BETWEEN Bib SCENES. 


hun THESE SMALLER, 
SPEWES abe Usually 

NON THE Fu 

TUDE ot heas 


FRom STAGMATWV6! 












ONCE | HAVE THE NEXT SCENE IN 

AAIND, IT'S TIME FOR THUMBS 1"! 
THESE QUICK SKETCHES HELP ME 
‘NAIL DOWN 4 IMPORTANT THINGS: 


Vaz: CHARACTER, V #3: DIALOGUE!) 
PLACEMENT! Jp 










ABasic woTesook = (Uk) 
v FACIAL EXPRESSION Sy 
2 ‘SKETCHES 






PANEL VARIATIONS 


1S IMPORTANT AND 
KEEPS Your PANEL 
[] tayouTs INTERESTING! 


EVERY 5 PAGES, 
UTRY To INCLUDE : 
STABUEHING 2 WEIRO PMS eer Pawets win 
i viSi SUBSTANTIAL 
ii Angles. (on Fun~Booy) Yizsgnoe. AND moVEMENT 





















1 DONT FILL THE WHOLE QuOTA.. rN 






























“UNLIKE Comic STRIPS IN THE 
WVEWSPAPER, SAKAWA HAS AN 
ONGOING STORY, AND THE PAGES 
SHOULD BE READ COMSECUTIVELY. 


SAKANA is eaun w 


‘A COMIC STRIP FORMAT. 


EACH STRIP IS Bx LONGER 
THAN IT IS HIGH, AND TYPICANY 
CONTAINS S-B PANELS. 














LIKE NEWSPAPER, 
STRIPS, EVERY COMIC, 


Enbs WITH A 






THE PUNCHLINE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE FUNNY, BUT 

IT DOES HAVE TD MOVE 
THE PLOT FORWARD INTO 
THE NEXT STRIP! 


IT CoutD BE: 



















oil 
: a 
Be chinese 













Ce youre peapine | rit 
i, 9 STARTLING, ' 
cantdctee Acton PeveLangn! Developmen! ) 
SHOULD ALSO Mn , 
eae fox 









FiAMiNeanD We! @ AsimPLe MECHANICAL PENCIL! NO FRILLS HERE. 
WHITE PLASTIC ERASER FoR MISTAKES /CLEANUR 


ETS TALK jail 







@ 
8 PENTEL SIGN PEN (51150) FOR PANEL BoRDERS. 
PAPER MATE FLAIR (im) FOR LETTERING. 


© KURETAKE FUDEGOKOCH! BRUSH PEN CReGuLae.) 
=PRIMARY INKING PEN SINCE CHAPTER 13. 


@ KuRETAKE 55 Dousie-SIDED Brus PEN 


= 
(2) “INKING/LETTERING PEN FROM CHAPTERS 1-12. 
) - NOW USED FOR SPOT-BLACKS AND SFX 
CS, @ a 24" RULER FOR PANEL BORDERS. 














SAKANA IS DRAWN: (MEASURE OUT 
‘ON SMOOTH BRISTOL!) | gir 1G” STRIPS... 


























TF YOU'RE PENCILING, INKING AND. 
LETTERING DIRECTLY ONTO THE SAME 
PAGE, YOU NEED To INK THE ABT IN 
AVERY SPECiFic SEQUENCE! 





8 


STEP1 STEP2 STEPS _ STEP 














THE SIZE AND INK THE WORD FINALLY, 
POSITION OF YOUR. BALLOONS ONLY Art! ‘eit aie 1 
LETTERS MAY CHANGE AFTER THE LETTERS PROVIDE A 


Re! YC 
BETWEEN THE PENCIL Wave BEEN INKED. SOUNDING Box — (“wnea. 
AND INK STAGES. Soe mie aT Yen's TAU 
AWTS MORE | 
Asst teneeine! 


VARIATIONS IN 
WE SIZE, SHAPE, 
AND COLOR OF 
Text AND 
BALLOONS CAN 
CHANGE THEIR: 
MEANING! 


LET'S TAKE A 
SIMPLE PHRASE, 


"AND SEE HOW THE 

MEANING SEEMS To 
CHANGE WHEN WE 
ALTER THE COMPONENTS. 


| HOPE THIS GIES 





AND Now THAT ‘KNOW’ DOESN'T Look LIKE A REAL WORD ANYMORE... 


poe oo EI 





























T.THIS 
swt AY 


ie 


5. (ee A 
\ 




















: 
WHAT WERE 
You GONNA 
SA—, 
Ty cs, 





Van man, 1 cant 
BELIEVE YOu DONT 
REMEMBER ANYTHING 

















V LENT HIM, OR WHEN HE 
ONE OF YouR THREW HIS JACKET 
SHIRTS! OFF THE BALCONY. 

















4 Ki (| 
(DIDN'T KNOW 
YOU WERE 50 Y UNREAD TexT 
POPULAR! 




















WE DONT GE’ 
CHAT Cyz'A THE 


SUSHI STALL. 





7 
WN-WANT A 


TT SURE WAS = 

ne You soit 

GUYS TO HANG z p MINUTE L 

WITH JAN TODAY. y, SWIGERL, WHO 
x , iG THB 


SO) PSN Tae th PS 





Howo rr J MBON U GxUxYs HE Ly \ 
TELUEM | We a seem ustce sen) CME Non BaD WE 
COMIN’ OVER, R's ‘16 i 2 OK BuoT en... = UST MET YESTERDAY! 
2 /]( weve \ 


How 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT 212! 


0S LiKe 
PRE FUKIN'T? 








O00BR Bey IN 
FOEMLI...2 


BoR..DER? 
BOURDEDER 7 
BOR. Uber 
ANGAL-HI5,u, 
\ 





Res 


eer 
1D 
CAN ect 








> 
MOVIE? 
\ Vitec” i 
1 YY 
Te RY 








“ 


2 
We 


hn 
Pa J 
(a 
WE 1TOLD M'SISTERS HEALTHY, 
WHO TH R 
ANA PURSE T THE 

FACE, ALRIGHT > 





nie Fh IT DIDN'T USE, 
THe EAGEST WAY TO GUE THAT, 
eet aiows with 2 5 

ents TistaY } | [a 
OUTTA his WAY, P JB 


ai 


‘AND NOW HE 
JUST Lords 
ER MY 





TAGE HE ALREADY fl " < (mony c1ee, 
owen sone rouns Ef . 1 Doe TN 
MONEY AT THAT POINT. He's MU 
‘ bait ENQOYIN® 


} | a 


lA 





ot Feabie \Y ARE TW ALL 


HE PALS *ROUND. 
WIT THESE 
DAYS... 


BITE AN'NO 
BARK KIND, 


MIRO SEEN, 
ANYTHIN'? 


HE HA 


‘You ain'T NOTICED 
sAoorIN RN 
ok 
TWMARKET ww 
tare tN 
y 


a | 


! 
THOUGHT FER 

\ SURE THEY'D BE 

v O'ER YER WAY T00, 





“YOU WERE LIKE... 
HALFWAY FRIENDS, 














WHERE ARE 2 ag 


WECONG a_i 
Ne 1 










APOLERGIEE 
TOMORRER, 
ALRIGHT? 















NAME: i YAMAMOTO 

DOB: MAY 

AGE: 28 x5 
WILLFUL 

saa } : SS 


| UNDERSTAND NA 
You HAVE SOME 
INFORMATION, 4 





| 
THAT GREATLY 
INTERESTS ME, 


OKAY, $0, 010 
He SWEEP You 
OFF YOUR FEET, 


WE THREW 
UP ovER 
THAT BRIDGE, 











3 Or 


Wsn'T THAT 


THE cures 


Bur INSTEAD HE 


T90 SHY To 
tf 


WOW THE 
FATED LOVERS 
ARE TOGETHER 

AT UASTHO 








PLUS | REALIY DID 
HAVE A CRUSH ON 
HIM BACK THEN | 
11'S LIKE WE'RE 
PICKING UP FIGHT 
WHERE WE LEFT OFF. 


But | WOULD 
UKE TO 
Som SPEND 


1 MOR 
Time Winn 

















LOOKS UKE 
THE STORE'S 
STIL ¢L0 SEI 


GUESS SHE 








7” NOT OPEN A 
FLOWER sHoP |) 

TWO BLocks /1] 
AWAY, 


MOVE Int Your 
, APARTMENT... 
















: —— é 
TAIL Wi) S SS 


cH Ny 

















SHE WORKS 
FRIEND, AUTRE FISH 
SANGO JIMAL_, MARICET TO) 








(we seen 
PREPPINGTHE 
STORE FOR TWO 
DAYS STRAIGHT, 





1 SHOULD 
SET Back 
TO WORK. 


| Love My 
sicteR, BUT 
1M & GROWN 
ASS WOMAN! 





r 


- 
Ca 
100! 4 





So. WHAT MADE, 
‘You WANT TO OPEN 
‘A FLOWER SHOP, 


‘wow, You Age 
A ter oF 
QUESTIONS, 


(MEAN, 


BEING SURROUNDED. 


iy 


6 FIDWERS ALL 
bay SOUNDS So 
ROMANTIC! 


£. 


(MOR'S OREN INTERESTED 
IW FLOWERS SINCE We. 
WERE LITTLE Gis! 


Pes now 


KINDS OF AWARDS. 


FOR GROWING AND 
ARRANGING THEM! 


a 





‘SHE EVEN WENT 


To SCHOOL FOR. 
HORTICULTURE! 


wa 
FAVORITE THING 
ABOUT FLOWERS, 











50 IF | WORK 
ALL NIGHT TONIGHT, | SHOULD DE ABLE 


TOOFEN TOMORROW, 
36 How \t GoFs 
FOR AFEW DAYS, 
THEN CELEBRATE 
THE OPENING 


TUESDAY OR, 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT. 


UM GOING. 
OW B DATE 
WITH JIRO, 


YOU DON'T EVEN, 
KNOW HUMA,MORI 





(WE CAN EVEN 
WHY Wout \__/wlar BETTER way BRING TEENY 
You come on J-{ To ceveprore mY 
STORE OFENING, 
THAN By GETTING N\ 
TO KNOW MY 
UTTLE SISTER'S, 
NEW BOTFRIENO! 





UL THINK He" 
Ge PRETY 
‘ariMiDaTED. 
IF ALL THREE 
OF US SHOWED 
UP. 


VAL BE THERE 
TDUVEN UP 

















WELL | KN 
THAT OOESNT... 














USS york UNock “erg 


nS 
INS 




















% 
2 
gs 
ye 
S 
w 





dia THE ae He Ruined 
WALLET NOT. EVERYTHING, 


=o 


Torey 
TFL HADN'T ke TAND IF THAT Bi 


Lerr THe STALL Yam 


WEIRDO HADN'T 
WITH THOSE (DIDTS.. SIN 


wut OR AND THEN HE enn oF 

I WMUDNT RENE ost MY Sar ‘Aaaebe evens 
TEXTED SCRARI AND THEY GAVE: 
MeChtis-ArLoT"! I He SPD 


TOBE NICE TO YOU" 

















CHAPTER ae 


BEEPS = 
>= BEEP 













































“4 
jesteroay Ul 


, 


1 
S 





SD TECHNICALLY 
are 
rs a 


a 


or 
am tiahid + 








@-Bur | Guess 
WE CAN TALE 


FILL Just... 
‘NE RECONFIRM 
SURE. 

















Itt SORRY t 
‘SCARED YOU! 


Nou row’, 
Have woRK 
“TALL EIGHT! 


LWANTED 10 REPAY 

YU UH, TANAKA 

FOR LOSING HIS 
SHIRT. 


[THOUGHT MAYBE 
YOu CRASHED YOUR 
MOPED INTO THE 

BIKE RACK AGAIN, 


27 





SOME MORE! 
: 
as 


my) 





HE WANTED To APOLOGIZE 
FOR LOSING YUUDARS SHIRT 
THE OTHER Dav... 


$0 RE'S...ASKING 
US TO GIVE YHUDAL 
THE MONEY. 


st Si 
B, 
o He DOESNT Leal 
Dy HATE ME! 








£ WeWelt DOw'T 
‘TAKE (TSO 

PERSONALLY, 
TAISE!! 


ss WE ALL HAD 
HE HATES 
7 omuch FUN 
A ciexieooy! ON S>TUROAY, 
[TWIN THAT'S 
THE FIRST TIME. 
HE'S LAUGHED AT 





“COURSE HE'D HAD LIKE 
FIVE SHOTS AT THAT 
POINT, BUT... 


JUST A JALKASS, 


wee, UL 
BeEINTHE 
SHOWER, 





E41, YEAH! 
0p You rulNk, ted 
HE REALLY 
HATES ME? 





You CANT wit Yuuoal 


TAKE I Wig ust NOT 
PERSONALY, 








NEVER Hal 


=] ‘OH, NDU KNOW FM. ; Rip tone DO 
Q We WANTS TD MAKE hepa You TaINK IL 
A FELT LIKE EVERYONE HAPPY. ‘Kee? HIM 
UWAS BREAKING FROM TRYING 
S WIS HEART! C ‘eur Yu f ie TO FIRE US? 
FE scien 3 SI TOSWAY Hs 
CF a 
Wud 


JaeKET? 











He wasai'y mad FEY 
DAINKS WW WHEN HE 
WHS BECEING ME FR 
‘APIGHEACK RIDE. 














WZ ‘ 
NMELCOME TO THE 
gil) a, XOuNe 
fo 
5 


ry 
SH 
Uy 





THE BOKES 
HAVE BEEN UNPACKED, ) 
en 








x 





a 
praaind Chou 


we Li 




















44 
Howe yu eI 
is ae TSACEORTINS 
LEE) some Senr000? GUTTA HERE 
YY 
= dl 
oad « 1 


















































VY ( or -UNAS-U-= 
=) vor ct 9 
wy AWEIROO, Mm 
oH Gel wy toot 
Reese] Keb TODAY 
Pre s 
AN NING Xt 
by TUAE? 





VE vont worry De 
= \’ aeouT it! i. 
‘ome over \ )) Vy . 
nave t> )7) ) a 


ya 


WEHEHE! TANAKA? 
LEASE, HE WEIGHS, 
.ESS THAN | DO! 





TE YOU WANNA, 
RESCHEDULE, 
ARE 


0 
ABOUT OUR 
DATE TOMORR 








if MORI HAS To COME 
ALONG, YOU SHOULD 
GAING YOUR BROTHER! 


AND MAYBE Your, 
Tall FRIEND FOR, 


ANI 
(pons rHwk 
VeAN DOTHIS. 


“THAT WAY, WE'LL 
EACH HAVE EQUAL 
‘Aminunition! 


<f TARO AND MORI Will 
BE TOO BUSY FIGHTING 
EACH OTHER TO 


GOTHER Us! 








Zey. SHOULD 09 
TRICK: 


SF in, ue ar 


Ton GUT.FOR A FISH 
THs aMALL..wouLpN'T « 
ARUET RNIFE WITH A 

IR? EDGE BE BETTER 





ER. 














Now scram 
CALL, 
MARKET SECURITY. 


ALRIGHT! 


PURIGAT, 











| MEAN, en ene . y 
wees Ber OM YOURE Ri! ST 11 SORRY! 
= eerie | Guess A FEN L Wout 09 
MINUTES OF DOWN ¥ IT AGAIN! 


MORATS BEEN) MVBCOY UP AND, 7 


1 Law AETERITON, ) LEAVE THEIR JOB 
ORR 





ca, LEMME JUST 
WRITE THAT DOWN, 
PROMISES NOT 
‘To GE SHITTY AT 
His 106." 














SERIOUSLY, 
Yuual? 


Org 
ex 


(i 
yy 


AGOOD TME 
‘ON SATURDAY! 


DONT THIS, 
WEEKEND MEAN 
ANYTHING To You? 


THOUGHT WED 
BEA LITTLE 


FRIENDLIER TO 
INES 
7 


ih uth ih 


WSTAKE OF 
AWEEKEND 

WouLD MAKE 
US FRIENDS? 


te 
yo 
Y) 
y 
i 


im Not 
AE To GE 
UR FRIEND! 
| LY 


BECAUSE REN 
SPIKANA 15 
Your UNCLE. 


2 


THEN WHY ARE 
You HERE? 


> 
EVER PULED 

THe SAME STUNT 
You Just DID, 












































WE NEED SOME HELP 
CUEANING UP BYTHE "yp 
TCE MACHINE. THE suo 
WHOLE MARKET'S 
PITCHING INs 
> 4 


AEN'S ORDERS, K1O.\ 7 NEED HIM 
CANT ARGUE WITH EAN 
Tat! ays 











WE WAS AlL 
OKEN UP, 







ME INTO IT, OKAY? 





IT WAS, 
His FaULT, 













=< 
‘You Stay OUT 


WITH U 
HERE IN CASE. ? 
wes SATURDAY NIGHT? 


wy DID You. 
: COME DRINKING 

US ON 

Ws DEFINITELY 

bee 
by 

Don't BRING 
ASKED YOU... Pou ae 
THis! 














| 
NY” 20, PLEASE, 
oon‘t Teme \| 


SRAMED 
WED KleKED YOUR 
DOG OR SOMETHING!/ 





wo 

You Lost. AND WE y 

FOUND YOUR JACKET, ATSe = < aX 
ALRIGHT? Back, 2a: xe: (EZ 




















y = ae — $0, Weit,! BEITER 
(+m SORRY Sia, L We’ WORD 
CAN | HELP You? = % i an ‘HIM, THEN, 























‘A WORD WITH mY 
SUPERVISOR? 15.015 muER 


W's jusr 








\ y Be EZ ae 
| Oss 
- nor very) U] 
r ‘AND You ‘ PROFESSIONAL. 
THE SIoKOUT FRONT AtReaDy f a = 
SAYS THS PLACE cise re 
DOESN'T CLOSE : Renee \ 
GR ANGTHER és \ 
Wour.. ( A : 


UoH WHAT OES HE CUT, TE 
TWESE WITH? A BANDSAW?/ J ASL 









































BA HAHAHAHA 
Holy SHIT 


WHAT DD 
15 YoU D9 7 5, 
YOUR HAIRS? 























WE HASN'T, 
antes 
OF MY TEXTS! 


' a ml 
Mun gub? * 
= aN 
cr “we 
WUARIBHT?, yz ~<!\ Wy 4 
é 'AND, NO HARD ein os 
; ‘THE REGISTER, 
ORAN? 








THil-1 Tou z 

YOUNOT 10 COME 4 iy 

TD MY WORKPLACE! : P Whar 7 MEAN, OBVIOUSLY 
EASOWABIE. “au YOu DowT THANK 


THIS, BUD. 


({ ae 











MEAN You SEEM . 
UKE A SMART GUY. : Le MANE. 
A coup nance ne 
 Piace Foe a rew 
ag inure MILE 
We GO TALK. 


Youre... 
LEAVING, 
Brie star? 


G01 suou 
LEAVE. 
A 

















HAHA,YEAK,WEU, 
PROBABLY 
SCREWED ITP 


You sure 
ARE STICKING 
‘YOUR Neck our 








HEY, HEY, WOAH! | WAS EXPECT 
ONE AL 


! A You No 
HOLD OW A sec! DID Woe 4] wor! YOU'RE SOMEONE ALITTLE 
ie SAY JIRO? se JARO SAKANA! one au 








IN ANY CASE -~ ‘Look,im sory \\\ 7 SN 
WE BEEN A USE AGOUT All THIS, NVA ust waurep \ 
ASSHOLE, HUH? OF Couns “ey Ske UAT s 


COMING IN HERE 
AND MAKING ALL 
THESE ASSUMPTIONS! 








oe SEEM PRETTY 
HONESTY, THAT'S o's au INCOMPETENT RN NONSOFFENSIVE TO , 
AILID EVER HEAR" LiKE, IRO DID RP TNCte AneeD tink eS vos Me, BUT LIKE... ig nas \ LkNOW HE 
BOUT AT NIGHT! THis WRONG AND | FlGhir REALLY . DOESN'T LIKE. 
q worm it? = y ne: 
$0... TWAT STUFF 


THEN HE OID 
THAT WRONG, $ y Welt! KNEW \ 

? Boesn'T REALY 
(? ‘CHANGE ANY 
ql 


AW THAT ALREADY. } 
a 
E Om 


val 
I 
You stow, 
STUN LEAVE: 





“yes a ume > aM 1 MEAN, IT JUsr \ 
a", WENT on AND *. OR ML HAVE 
GROSS OWES. ren s TOCALL MARKET 
‘SECURITY. 








A 700 en HEY 


E a 

: “7 \ we resister, 
any You 

w) (|| BELIEVE IT? 











$6, MA 
Ci WEALINY S wmayery 
STOMER! EXPECTATIONS! 
y= i 
‘ND ISIMPLY 
(Const ger et 
V WANT! 2§ 


7, 











50 You FIRE UP 
‘THIS REGISTER 
CAINE 






































170, un..How's TZ OAPRETY nieenoe 7 ~ 
Cal etc Ba (ees. 
<ul ( HoH tek, HOUGH. ic THON 



























NAME: ARATA TASAKI 
DOB: JANUARY O02 
AGE: 28 


THIS GUY. 




















hi GS. ES My) 
ay) 



































‘owe. 
Tan Wow you. HER WHO ARATA 
AND CHIE HAVE ‘ 1S,0R THAT YoU 
UL HIS DIRT A 








TWEBEEN So 
sairry 70 You [7 
‘ALL DAte= 


YESTERDAY 
moRNING, YOU. 
WERE FINE UTIL 
You FOUND ALL 
THOSE TEXTS 
OW YOUR PHONE: 




















ay srck Your 
7 ‘AND THAT Gul WAS 
Snipes ‘ARNG About 
TENTS $0.1 PUT 
Wo AWD Two 
TOGETHER AND 
FIGURED. WELL 


TAK. Wow! HaHa 
AR-HAHA 






You Kvow we 
REALLY CAME ALONG 
(ON YoUR DATE, JRO? 


THOUGH mt WAS 





‘You PROBABLY 


opens ( Gone ge HUAROYS 
IF YoU SCRENED UP. 





Just BECAUSE 
WAS upser, 




















We TAKE THE 
APOLOGY THEN. 











SS Pit site 
cp ae 
Y/.sBout STUFF? 

ik MAYBE ir now> Wl 


MAKE You FEEL-. BIZ 
MORE FINE? 








(CE MACHIN 
ate eS Aba? 


a 
You niso \ 
keseorase! 
‘ON SATURDAY. 








aes As NN : 


‘EXPLODED? 


THAT DOA 


ir 
1WAS SUPER 
FRANK, a 


DONT THINK HE 
REMEMBERS iT 
ETHER! 


Foxy, LOOK, HERE'S f 
A eat ne set 
THE POINT IS-- 1 DIDIT. Bortle AT 
TEXT TACHIGANA THE (ME AS HARD 
OTHER NIGHT. AOHE CAN" 


AND 1M BLEE DIN 
ike A stuck nel 
UT WE'Ke BoTH 


> zt s ‘STILL DRUNK! Pay a 
" Tae, 
earns K | 


Wil B 
AWHDLE YEAR SINCE WE bL ‘Aca! ch) 
Ee ee ne | ais 

ee SOMETHING ATS tosPiAll 214 


AND WHEN 1m, 
GETTING IN THE 


CAB, HE'S UKE! Sn 


“Huhuhy 


400 ba. 


Hy 


In hey bud 


‘bout your 





ff 1JUST...NEEDED 7 UH. REMEMBER 

(mn soe, yuna seme Me THE Lest THE You serr out 

REALLY UGA z THe ce manning, | \ YouRcorFeE? >| (eu... 
Sure, maw BETIER EXPLODED..2 607 COFFEE 


ReeWS 


BUT TAKING TIME 
OFF DIONT MAKE 
Me FEEL BETTER. 





o 
BR LET'S CHANGE 


‘AND THERE You Go! 


Burt SHE LES 
AWAY FROM THE 








UTERAIY EVER 
THING ABOUT ME, 
NUUDAL TANAKA, 
NEVER WANTED, 
You TO KHON! 


OKAY... 6000? 


Do You FEEL 
"ANY GETTER? 





1D YOU — 


BECAUSE TM A 
F055 IDIOT WHO 
DRUNK-TERTED 
Av ASSHOLE WHILE 
TWAS KISSING YOUR 
BEST FRIEND! 








7 oa TEM SAS 
usr pecer ) 77 
(ever Savi 





wo uncenent gn <i cou ust (BE on WF, BNA: cuess 
“Sry ieee feaciag — J /| ess 























ITH 


PHONES!!! 


5 
£ 
& 
= 


UM NOT 6000 











TDLKED To. 
ARATA?, 








” KEEP IN tnd 
YOU WERE VERY 
DRUNK. 


Onell! U R THE Cutest most cute 
WAS THERE, ADORABLE Guy EVR Ome!!! Us! OM 
Bee tanec IM GOMIVA GO JUMP OFF THAT FENCE: 
i 4 ul PL2 WATCH! sD!!! THEN! IM GONNA 
COME BACK N GWE U A Kisstiome!!! Pu 
CAN WE DATE 2211/22? Wow! JEEZE! 
LOLOOL OXOXOX LOLLLLOLMLOLOL 
‘OMG UB SO HOT HOH. LEE SHIT HA! 
WOW!!! DONT GO NOWERE ILt B 
RITE BACK!!! LOL!!! 


2D <33333334 eWay 
373.33 9M au 























ZPa 
SHUT UP FoR A 
ECOND WHILE \TRY 
“TO FIGURE OUT WHAT 
THis MEANS, 

















hide “WS igen a fourne UPSET r 

f Pre UPSE 

FUN OF You! Ns ‘ ABOUT ARATE Ie Hou SHIT 

vm See10Us! ‘ Wan IDO . \ WAS TRYING 
To TEXT TAISE!, 


1 TOLD YOU a JUST THINK ABour 
HATED Won! ” : J  (_ fH FOR ASteou! 


You WERE TEXTING YOURE ASKING 
SOMEBODY wiTH You! somepopy To pare © OULD TOM REALLY 


Dov MaKe Te 
3 BACK TOGETHER! ‘ADORABLE?! 


SOMEONE RIGHT, 
C ry |EONE Ri You! NOT To GET ’s Scuré" AND 
Fun oF MEI! 





uaa h HAH 
adi ici i unt ERE P= 
: S mmecenee)| 2 


Me air as 
62 : ‘ 


) THIS MEANS: Cf 





sd’ 


i 

UWAS Just 
at DRUNK! 
ie) 








1m Serious 
THERE ARE THINGS 


YoU NEED "io Keer 
IN FIND WISE! 





STEN, You CAN BE 
meanTO NE But NOT 
“TAISEN! 


IRED UP ABOUT 





“ATH DRUNK KISSING. 


PH-THATS OFFEREWT! ws 

BUR UME REVTIONSHP 

‘STUFF! THERE ARE IMPORTANT 
THINGS TO CONSIDER! 


IRD SAcAIvA? 


Be 


BEST FRIEND 
Wo POTENTIAL 
PARTNER, CXAY? 





WHOA, WHOA!! 
HAHA, LET'S 
BE REAL FOR 
‘A SECOND! 





Tivo DURE THE 
[neater MEETING JOU ASK 'W-WEtL NO, [DON'T KNOW TMEANoF You 
TOO FAR ANEAD.” Te HYPOTHET CAL, aR ie out Tea 9 Don AG et 
HED BE Coe WITH ‘THE INTE STED NORMOUS JE 
OF CouRSE You DATING A GuY-- PARTY, wu MEETwiTh 
caw START Cut : imaupoose me” (fhe Nar? 
DATING+" QUESTION...? 


THEN HE'L Just 
BE YouR FRIEND 2 
\F You LET Him! THAT'S VERY 
THIS 15 A WiN-WNd Ph WroRTOnT 
FIRST! ou cone ston eee <<< 
TOGETHER FoR AN: L apheetiy TD 
U a ‘Rust ING OVER 
INTEREST MEETING! Bue Hin TO Piete 


You Dow't 
EVEN KNOW IF 
HE'S INTO ot 










coup, 
Be NICER 
IP) TRIED, 


WH ell 
WHEL THN, 
OF Some THIN! 


BUT HON Doe: 

ARATA FIT ie BECAUSE HE 
THIS FOOLPROOF DEFINITELY THINKS: 
ROMANCE SCHEME? TR TEE MAS 


Just FoReer 

wis WHOLE 

CCOnTVERSATION, 
‘OKAY? 


aba Rae! 





You can TTEIL ME 
ALLTHAT STUFF AND, 
AT EXPECTINE 
4 OH 

















ww, CET IT 

TWAT WAS Just A 

TOUGH Guy ACT! 
Vs 


eeeon user 


Ger UP. UTE MEDET. 


LOSE EvOUGH 
OF THESE TO- 

















© MATCH cu Fo 

‘ite TaNAMoTD GEL. 
“Tis ne) 
es 





Bur wien ARENT 


THe FRING? Crave) 























WATCHING THE. 
Stal Mate RO 
TALS WITH TANAKA. 











Wi nigeaee f € 
SRST so 
tte Rit dee 
\ n Lee 











S 50 You STAY i, a 
eae 
Riot THERE! BSS pinyin! 





IN 
Y 


ie 


NA 






























TEYYYY, AND YOU GOT 
“ouR SWEATER BACK 


\ th aa Hs ’ 
A WAVE, 
AND SIME BRTRA CASH ' 
FROM IBAVA, ‘WHOOPS, HAHA, 
ie ot eileuoor!) fw wns 
m 
Z A 




















710,010, 10, lA! \Y/nie omer bay 1 \J 
Ir eU0W You PROBABLY 

DON'T WANA HEAR THIS ON YOUR FACE A 
AFTER | Just puNiiteD 


You i te FACE, But 






“cuz DONT 
Kivow HOW You GOT 


















7AUH-AWAHA, well rai Bur, Guess ana wnat's 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 1 WHAT I'm TRYING WIM THAT 100K? 
('M ACTUALLY KIND OF 














BAD AT THIS SORT /7) 


Ato say isteaT I 
p,' 
OF THING 





wns BEING, 
SNEAKY 1S 
PAY rH 











| DUNNO WHAT r 
sR Boe y Sse 
WITH THIS" sHGeRy's THE 


Oe wo T0LB 
OnE TO APOLOOIZE, 


$4 
silveeu? 


) , . NX. lal 

P “ew, <n (i 

WAS div (pior FOR _ age tes dene. ae 
BRWEING IT UP, ‘AL SUBPICIOUS. ) THs APOLOGY 

‘ - 1S BO SWEERE. 

an! 


‘To ME BEFORE. 








Bur THis TIME. 
(T'S DIFFERENT. 








ae 
cet 


00TH: OF ‘SHIGERU DIDN'T 
THING FOR FRIENDS Say AM TING 2 
AND FAMILY, BUT. “ak 
Wry THINK you \ FS 
‘STILL APPLY! 


"OH, VENDA, LICE. 
"UL Heap You move, OR 
R A SHIT, OR 
Po Wo a Few Bus, 
OR 








7 Ge Tis money UTTLE THINGS LIKE 


Foun now anne STITT Ais mauey Ts ARE UST SOMETHING 
OUAY? 


CWILLY WITH ME 1s 
Uwe ARIRE FoR ue 






sor our 
WASTING YOUR 
THe, 








Tew Hin, ua 
7 No wero 
FEELINGS. 





“Tt ABT 
Ong Z| 


But THs DoeSNT 
REAIWY COUNT 
AS A FAVOR, 




















Hey, THanKs, FOR “oe, THAT'S, PROBA 
y JARD FOR Hi ey 


Warning UP! 

CONSIDERING AU THE 

‘STUFF HE'S DEALING 
win 


\ 





RI Just come 
1 BAI THE OMER 
DAY, No Ble DEAL 


<< 
on, ne's erostey 
= HARMLESS, He JUST 
e205 To call out YY 


ay? WHAT'S HE 












DEALING Wink? 
x 








NT WAT 
TAL 
ey 








WELL, NO NEED 10 
WORRY, DEAR BROTHER, 
TW JUST 

come Awe 





NOW WE NEED A DATE. 
MY FRIEND SANGO, 
THis SEEMS LIKE 
SOMETHING HE'D 

BE TIALLY UP FoR! 


UH.-YOUR FRIEND SAGO 
515 REAL SHORT, 
RIGHT? A-AND TAI CAN 
BE KDA CLUS. 
an ERR. 1 Usk DON'T, EF 
it OTE cant am THINK T.-H 
age, TAKE TAISE!! 


jay 





ov,maiset! You 
poets rT EVEN LIKE GeAUI! 
Bonen WITH x WAY WOULD You EVEN! 
THe WANT TD COME 10 Hs 
< BIRTHDAY PARTY? 


Met si rs we es PRESEN 
sk ; T 
AND E-E-EVERYTHING!! 


Vie propa se 
DOESN'T DESERVE 5 
IT, TAISE!. “ 



























































| WAS WonDERWE. 


= WHEN DID! SAY 
DATE?! THI5 HAS 


cD 


N 39 : 








‘WOW THAT | KHON mM i 
We: y OD WOGARD. r 
g TO BRIN LoVe. 2 4 cy q AN. eRe 
You owt A 9 We Cs fe W TORTURE. 
We WANT HUM TO \ E> 
Ai 7, $00" 4 e 





You THWk You'Re 

Deine SOMETHING 

Ace FOR THHIBAIA 
‘Bur SuBYECTING 
im To my COMPANY 
isn't A FAVOR: 


PERSON DOESN'T 
AUTOMATICALLY 
Im, 


7 oO Ste as 
Bere 
Peat RIGHT? 











Has 
NO, | WOULDN'T 
Use THOSE EXACT 
WORDS... 


OR No! evecsince. ase! got V 
totally devastd4ed, he 
Wasn't been he hot, cute, 

se 


7 ves \use™ 
"Wasting awey. 
Woy 2 go, Yuu-JERK, 













THEN. CAN) WAL 
You tome! VE 
EVER BEEN TO 
DXOUR APARTMENT ) 
THAT'S Mor 
NECESSARY. 


Z Zz 












¢ 
Ee Ot 









WHAT Mawes You - 

TUNKTD EVER Be 
inATon Fok, 

YOUR BEST FRIEWD?, 


WELL..HE OMY EVER 
GETS ASKED OUT AT 
WORK, BUT HE ACTS 
REAWY DIFFERENT 
THERE 


‘WObW--t A LITTLE } =. 
"TOUCHED 





OF WORK, r 

LIKE THAT TAWSE!~. $0 
MWK 1s 
aH A Saar, 
‘at veast 


Doors ae 
COSING! 


























(BE Wi se Toe Lwewe ses © 
F POPULAG CARTOON HE 
Fore cute Hast BEAL cote iow 


Qae, VemopeArmc 15 YouNG 
Es) Uno HAE JAST EAQVED 
THEIR DRIWERS LICENSE. 











Ths Wi ALLOW 
70 CUSDMIZE 


oui To 
THER Uvigue TASTES, 


as ey 
a) 
eatin 
mines 
Cea, 
 fearectans 





Ap es wis cera 
‘ono cranebanen 





7 Oust UKE 

sartaar your team \ | i bt 

sai ¥ sbi ernusiasm,)| CH HAHA- Ado sR! 
an ENT GOT THE IDEA FROM 


= APPRECIATE. 


me, ~ 
— Cis sf6aki. al 
JOB ON THe DECALS. . Ree 
é Talla ‘MWY YOUNGER BROTHER! 


Nise 


Za 








PERHAPS. ‘ACTUALLY, Ym NEEDED 
Neu ‘AT THE FRONT DESK, 
BL SPEAK INA... ut 1H BE Bock 
Ts sop 0 IN IY CPPICE 
T OFA. 
veka cue 0. A FEW nue, 








ay 


_— 
‘AcTUl 

AGUE: 
me. 


Ml 
| HAVE 
TION FOR YOU, 
TACHIBANA! 
VV 


LY, 
TON. 
cH 
) 











spit HAT A 
UITLE INSENSITIVE 
TO (i$ KAWAGAWA? 


AND Se DOESN'T 
SEEN UPSET ABOUT IT, 


| Dipwt war TO 


h BUT SHE. DID 
THAI 





pey 5 
“Aunsive. oF CA" MORE THAN SHE 
He WAS. 


EXPECTED...” 


















































PEOPLE SAY WE 
ALIKE, BUT | DOW" 
See IT! 











: HABAYY 
(OR! mss Mm 
IN i 
A 1 sorry, | Dion T V2. 
ca ti SEE YoU HERE! 





AIANT GARDE 
ARCHITECTIRAL 
WERT. 











BUT. «17'S WOT 
TERRIGLY IMPORTANT. 




















Eg 



































Tpplow We. WERE Gonna Yo, 11 nave DELL..JIRO WENT ON “Aub We Al HAD A 
GE LNCH ur MY 1D SKIP TeDAy, REAIW GREAT TINeIAT 
GL MEETING Rw LATE. A. 1 SoRey LEAST | THOUGHT WE Dio. 











But HONESTLY, 
IDIDN'T GET" 
ANY SLEEP 
LAST AIGHT, 


‘Si 
Sy 








LY UH...AW) 
St ai 














(Okay, OKAY, HE ACTUALLY 
SAID Wo Hird FEELINGS 7 vean rm Reauy 


GUT | PROMISE 
HE! lor 








AND ANYONE 
wo ovesN'T UKE 
You 15 cumglt! 

















TM AS FINE ASA 
FINE GUY CAN, , 
POSSIBLY BE! 











tm $0 wapoy mi \ 34 —- 
Bib BRO SPENT. os, ue 
Ws LUNCH HOUR ss 
wr me! 
‘AND VL GET 


SEE OY SISTER: 
IN=LAU) AND WECE 
REAUY SOON! 
































weZZZzk\ = 
wer Age You 


WHAT ABOUT 
SHIGERU? 5p, THINK ‘née FREWD? 














Bie VS HEE Sho 

HE'S FRIEND... jag Pee ck! 

ces | is 
er Neal 
= ow 
TIEIRE GOING He 
A GROUP PETE, \ |, Mingft 
ASH yor STARTING 4 
GANG WAR, TAR, 

aS 














‘Bur 1ve $6 
Ht 








] F F 4 s 
TSH i 

3 bs a 

HE couLD JUST, rN | | ‘ 

STAND BEHIND YOU. " i “ 
f y - | 

1M SURE SHIGERU 
— WAS BETTER THINGS 
— To DO oN A TUESDA) 
Neda” 





el 
: 
y 
F 




















‘SAKANAVOL 1 





KICKSTARTER 


IS LIVE 
MAY 24th-JUNE 24th 


please help spread the word, and 
thanks for all your support! 















































Y/OUAY, HERES mE, 
AND CHE, AND. 


WE'RE GOING 
ON A GROUP 
DATE BECAUSE £6 


Un. MABE YOU 

SHOULD STEER CLEAR 

OF HIM AND CHiE's SISTER. 
AND THERE'S 
YOU ANID SANGO. 


ACTUALLY,'™ 
N WHY 


WE'RE OOING IT 
t rT WAS, 

















ze 








ao one 1s Mace 
cerrous bout 
this dete thaa me. 


Zs 


‘B-BuT, Wo 


Wee 
WAVE Pun If 








a 


mmm OWA 00 ber HM 


A 





ward LEGA Dare ware 
Bu... ay, THBS @IRL.. 


‘THAAK ou) 


A 50 MUCH 








‘ste Dare “Y 4 
ITSELF! HAHA - 2S 
HAHAHAHA! 


OF course nor! 
HAHA LEW TALE 
Good CARE OF You!, 

AHHH-THS IS 
SUcH A RELIEF! 
= HAHA 
Youre REAuy 
SAVING MY SICiN! 


DID Y'WANT 
‘p rneice O1- 








Bur ers 86 





tun. sure! Y You'l ge 
IN ig ORY? 

















#BY, PAL, IS. 
a RROD ne SwBLT, pone REAL YER UNCLE 
Wau 65 Fu! rargayicd 
Semewest 
| 4 ig EMPWYEE, 
ZG 
q 
Shas 
“te 
ma fut 
FOR WANK 
OF mB! 
B | ESepea Y8u count 





OZ aba \ON MBO, 








1 ow GIVE "en 
ARIDE WHEREVER 
YANLURE MEETING i ¢ | renee 
2 CON 
wm 


veeoaony 
Someone 
7 AO Yuk WANE 
chmme eanpn es 
wowoe eine I 











SiHOUILD BE ENOUGH 
Enacy wOTES THET 
Ya STARTED AT EAT) 











IS'SIS LIKE: 
COOE FER YO,” DID ONE AYA 
ORYERBROTHER? PISS IM CCE 
ripe OR 
Bunrnis’? 





mn ust 
RES 
































Help, 
@ 


3-PAbE PREVIEW! 









NAME: GENKE! TACHIBANA 
DOB: SEPTEMBER O09 
AGE: 29 


DOESN'T TALK. 
ONLY STARES. 


















































YN aA] 


















































(MeYBE 1 THOUGHT 
YOU'D TAKE A 
HINT AND LEAVE 
me ALONE: 





ibe 


— 
e 
roe 





iit ae 
ABI se 
Rag 


s 


NEVERMIND, 
Ts A senate 
PRICE 7 PAY. 























50 WAY DON'T WE 










AND HAVE 
‘OURSELVES 
AUTTLE HEART 
‘DHEART. 











Yykaion WHAT 
Hua Talicine ABOUT? 


| Guess 
Twa Was A 
‘STUPID 
lle STOW. 








Gp You'Re 
Bisa ra ar ie ae 
sale Na cag iS, yuoat 

5 FoRGWIIe EACH OTHER, 
‘ic FoR. Yous PROBLEMS! 


CLEARLY! 
DF COURSE You've. 
NEVER Ged) V aNoTIED 
(RELATIONEHhe, 60 1 DOW 
Eee oo evo Ha, 


‘ND 1 WAS, 


“Qa fpetan? 


ves was 
re 
Sea wath POR 


Five. Yeas. 





WS cooL.tm, 
NOT JUDEING! 


LEMME GUESS 
How iT WENT: 


ONE NIDET, REMEMBE! Y 
fone wei eenatego | 


HAD TOLETHER. 





Sa wpa 


AFRAID YOU. 
WERE MISSING, 
our! 


wi 
ANT FoRYOW 





Don't, 
“SECOND. GUESS 
‘YOURSELF! 


Plus, SINGLE, 
‘YOU'RE Still SINGLE... 


| WAS NEVE! 
eo “a 





‘A GUY | meri! 
He's mice! Was 
DUNK! WHATEVER! 





iF You FounD. 
US. 


J wi Was M 
NUMBER STL 


wy 


1W YOUR PRO 
5 











0. 
THIS Gut THAT 
fou LIKE: 
YOU SAID HE'S 
atc 


pC coe 
Fy" PRETEND. 
REmEnBen Then. 

1 be vice? GENESEE 


PROBLEM 
We TAUKED ABUT? 


Heeb rtctn Ex ncneek 

Hee 

JUST IN CASE THING S vARE YOU REALLY 

WenT SOUT! wit TER Aa GORNA CHANGE 
WEW FUNG? 3 


owe You 





1 MEAN... WHY PUT. 

YOURSELE THROUGH 

THAT KIND OF STRESS? 
You DON'T HAVE 


TO CHANGE FOR 
ME-1 ALREADY 
i 





AHHH-- HAHA... [KNOW WHAT... 
Ther Catue our ee ave Ne.) WE caw meer ya : 
AIL HARSH. , UP Back At is 
Pap IME ep eat Your mate Ae Weer Re 
i os aan SS THIS TIME! 


il. How You'be 
DEFINITELY TAILING, 
TT RIGHT WOLD. 


ET HAT 





(CAN T Text 
YOU IF YouR 
INBOX Is FULL, 
$0 FIGURE 
That our, 
ALRIGHT? 



































‘1m SDR RY | DiDWT 
GREET Yo, PUMPLIN, 


pasicalty 
Cooper a) | 
























































































































































| 
PEI or i 
\ sri) 


ahs 













































































Tran | ‘ 






































Supu.o 
OKAY 


| 











Nise 



















HEEEE~L 










lol 















gles 

iy cy ri 
Ou- 

[ss 

Cs 

SS 


Ohl KNOW! 50, WHEN ane YOUN HNM:-AOT supe! 
Saawacon me. Wp Maree 1 Just 
Our AnD ABOUT: EMO Ab come Iam WORK SUPER hen! 
‘OW'T BULLSHIT re, Back? 
Yuuoal. Tat Wee esa a 
Rea 


YOUR PHONE GOING 
OFF IN THE HALLWAY, 
WASN'T IT? 







HALWAY? | DON'T, 
KNOW WeAT YOU'RE 
TALKING ABOUT! You 
VIQULDN'T HAPPEN 


TOBE CRASHING IN MY 
WITHOUT 










HoH. WHY 
SHOULDN'T I? 


PTO, 
ASSHOLE. 





vecie me 000k 
pemypne! YEAR NOURE Not 
THE oud OWE WHO 
WORKS HARD, BUD. 
WE GOT A FEW 
wWeeKs SAVED UP 
2 AND rH eau stay 
; 1 PGHT HERE UNTIL 
PAID TIME OFF You STOP ACTING 
ASIDE FROM A Fen LIKE A SHITTY TEEN 
AND ACTUALLY TALK 
Tome. 


‘WOW, | DIDN'T Know 
“EMPLOYEE OF THE (NONTH’ 
AND SHITTY BOYFRIEND! 

WEREN'T MUTUALLY 

ExCLUSWE TERMS. 


You SAD 
BOYFRIEND! 





KNOW 

Von ACTING UKE AN 
ASSHOLE, BUT at 
HST TRING T 
GWE US SOME 
CLOSURE, OKAY?, 


YOU Cay'T ALWAYS 
RUN FROM YouR 
‘OBLEMS. 
WHAT'S THE WORST | 


YouRe Just Gonna 

SQUAT IN MY APAIEIMENT 

AND HOT LEAVE UvTIL | 
WHAT? 


IE ANY OPO S 


Youre HoT Lenya 
q al 
0, BUD. 


AEN 
ies 





tw orem 
vetwereo! 


THEN 11 PAY 
THe RENT, Bu 1m 
NOT LEAVING THIS 
SPOT UNTIL WE, 
HASH THIS OUT, 

GOT? 


Fine! 


ARTA. 
1 You EVEN KNoLD 
WHAT YOU'RE DONG...” 





























yw 


Gf THIS ISA 










WELLO, My 
FRIENDS! 
tm MAD RUPERT, 
‘BACK AGAIN WITH 
ANOTHER SAKANA 
Book AND ANOTHER 
Look AT Comic 
PROCESS! 























SAKANA IS ALMOST 
GYEARS OUD AT 
THIS POINT, AND 

PEOPLE OFTEN ASK: 
DID You Know THE 

COMIC WOULD BE 











Tue answer is: | HAD NO IDEA 

































aaueansowe | /Ws Beene 
‘ 2 i 
Wout BE FUN TO HaNGR TES | / YEARS OF HARD 
WORK OW OVER, Y WORK, MAKING  LCAN PROUDLY 
‘SUMMER BREAK HUNDREDS OF ‘TELL PEOPLE THAT 
‘4S PRACTICE! Comic PAGES, 4 COMICS ARE My 





FULL TINE VOB. 




























(TUBE LIKE... 7 
lag prces, Tors. ) “( BuT THAT USUALLY 
v1, Ceara 
— imPORTANT 
8 YEARS NEE 7S Souesnen 
ATER 78 YEARS 01D 
then ORADUATE 
awe HEAR 


Wis A b8e-) 













Tu PROBABLY 
HAVE. CHILDREN 
Y THE Time THIS 
Comic IS OVER, 


HOW DO 
YOu STAY 
MOTIVATED? 







2) 














MOTIVATION, LIKE A HERO'S 

JOURNEY, 15 SOMETHIVG WE 

EACH Must QUEST TD FIND 
WITHIN OURSELVES... 


TME REAL TREASURE 

WAS THE Comic PAGES 

WE INRDE pone THE 
Way. 





ABOUT OMAKLING COMICS. = WING! 


EL WHY D0 vou wat 
TD MAKE THEM? 








HAVING TONS OF 
FINISHED PAGES TO 

TRY TD DETERMINE = " SHOW For my EFFORTS, 

WHAT YOU REALLY LOVE =e S (ALSO REALLY LOVE 






















I'VE ALWiYS LIKED DRAWING 
AND TELLING STORIES, SO 

Comics Are A PERFECT 
MARRIAGE OF THESE TWO, 
INTERESTS! 





1m A compLerioniisr, 
SONY Favorite PART 
OF THE PROCESS IS 





'DRAW COMICS THAT 
LWANT To READ!!! 


#2 WHAT'S YOUR FAvorTE, HAVE A LoT OF FUN 
PART OF THE PROCESS? MAKING may OWN 


WHO De You WANT TD 
#3 peav your comes? 





Comics, AND | HOPE 
‘Tat makes THEM 


APPEALING 7 OnieRS 
With SULA INTERESTS Gee 


€) THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS MAKE UP YouR 


YY CORE MOMMA TT Ob. 


you REGARDLESS OF HOW YOU'RE FEELING ABOUT YOUR 
WORK OR ARTISTIC PROGRESS, IT's IMPORTANT TO 
REMEMBER WHY You LIKE MAKING COMICS IN THE 
FIRST PLACE! THIS HELPS ME THROUGH PERIODS OF 
‘STRESS, ARTIST'S BLOCK, AYD PROCRASTINATION. 


HERE ARE A FEW MORE TRicKs | 7, 
MY WORKFLOW UNA SMOOMHLY. . 


ONSISTENT CONTENT CREATIOW!- EMBRACE ARTisTic EvoLuTion/——— 



















CREATE AN UPDATE IFYOuRE DRAWING 
SCHEDULE THAT YOU. LOTS OF COMIC PAGES, 
CAN STICK REASOMABLY DON'T BE AFRAID TO 
CLOSE To! ae? ‘EXPERIMENT AND. 
eyrRA ART AND. CHANGE THINGS UP! 
—> = faz wustearions KEEP Tour Fins pe 
e~ PEOPLE ENGAGED: Aye ae 








u 


ust 
Go For 
ait 
> 





WAVE MORE Fu AWS, 








NOW GET OuT THERE AND 
DRAW SOME Comits':’ 








Wares 









cy 
kez Ms aMgie SS 
mae cute, : ING PEOPLE 
ood ai Ee 
iN AHEAD AND KNOW YOUR ENDING wor. 1s Yer AAT 


; MOTIVATION *! 
Br bo Now? 


PUAWING Our OF IDEAS 6 A HUGE THREAT TO 
Your. PRODUCTIVITY! $0 IT'S A GOOD IDEA TO 
ALWAYS PLAN 4 FEW SCEMES AHEAD OF 
WHERE YOU'RE ACTUALLY AT IM THE STORY! 





WW 'T BE ARZAID TD MAlce ADMST- 
Pigs ie THe STORY CHANGES! 





MAD RUPERT 


= 
r 4 
= 
x“ 








CHAPTER XVI 
































HAR! vA 
"RE UST. 
HERE VISIT 
OUR FAVORITE 
ou! 


"Ts COFFEE 
pee y 





2 
tee te 
















7 was, GouvA 
DRINK THAT! 













7AND WHY JEN 
ing, MistnueA 
THRILED WITH NE. 























Guy tins 
‘OPERATION. 














HAH! You Tiak You 
Ger Wiar Ir TAKES 
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OF BUTCHERED FISH ff T'S OKAY. encle to 
Bac ieee C1 Bhies 


IT'S cleAY 1 BE 
NERVOUS ABour 


TaleING THE LIFE 
OF A LWING THINGY 


BE HAPPY 10 HELP , NE sucks 
You GET PAST Mar G& BuTcHee. 
AND BECOME 4 <I 
HdLY EFFICIENT 
KILLING MA-~ 















































Se Wie SESS 
ior eS ee 

i Ay \W\ 
l fax) ANS 



















1 sHowp tea? 


Egon ee 
0, [=I WASWT x 3 200 wrele oy YOUR 


TOMLGHT, JIRO. 
YOU miu LEAVE 
geFore I GET Home 
Prom woen, sons 
fou BE oy'emy crane! 


YELLING AT You! 














usr HOPE | wasn IT WAS ME, 


06 eNMBARRACSING 
sue. KNOW ON THE Lasy DATE. ALRIGHT?! 
CAN GET ALITTLE 

Fon WEN | 

DRINK, AND 





DoW" want You 
‘DIMINK AMBODY's 
y, MAD AT SOU, OLAV? 














ep uke aw 
We LEA YS 
A HIFF LiKE THAT 


ac 



























































yes te to mt A 
in = 
OPT ARE PING 1 DD wit wen hau Tat Emorion O/Ee mssiis 
se Dire. AND YOU COULON' 
EVEN GOIN THE FIRST PLACE?! 


1S Just THAT my OUDER. 
BECHER AND Hie FAMILY 
Bee Wl TON TONIGHT. AND 
ALREADY PROMISED THEM 

(WE'D Do DWINER! 


Ws usr A 
HEALING 




















(GUT WAS SOMETHING 
‘You PLANNED FOR. 

BUT, IF You're FREE 
A UTILE EARLIER IN 





Wat IS, 

IF Youre. 
‘smut INTERESTED, 
W MEETING UP? 






WE COULD 
‘AIEEE UP THEN! 






































Meri, ; ware \ 


Sak 
aN: ZN 





ool6 HAT REAUY WHAT 
YOURE WEARING? 





HAVE OU PRED A 
NIGHT FOR Your GRAND 
OPENING PARTY? 





‘AL OF ¢N GIRIEBIENDS 
‘RE 50 EXCITED TO 














‘AND HOWESTLY, IF 
ime Bowreieno, Ane 
HIS WelleDO PALS CAN'T 
HANDIE Me Ar of NOST 
CASUAL. 








pA 1m WEARING Al m4 


IS HAT, 
PIERCINGS {evi 


77 Hs 1 eae T 
REALLY ae gees ‘nis 15 PEAKS TARO, 


ENERGY, THATS I 2 A Hay! 
THEIR PROBLEM. > FISH PUNS DoW.T 
ns Week OursBe 
THE MARKET, BU! 
























7 may, | wise, Tavs! 
WIT 
US. \F ANOME CAN. 
APPRECIATE A.G20D 
OUTFIT, IT HIM 














aro, You KWow 

TAISEL WOULD RATHER 

DIE THAN DisAPPoNT J 
NYONE. 

= c-z 









Wout 
UTeRAW 
aut Hum, 


at veast SOMEONE 
IN TANS APARTMENT 
WAS 6000 TASTE. 


AW YOU BELIEVE. YuuoA 
Sie i eon ee 


TEED 


FE 


HAS HE BEEN 
ACTING A LITRE, 
SHERRD (ATELY? 





wel 


FOR. 
tM 


am 
te 
AN VATE. 








READY To BE TOTAIIY DESTROYED, 
oo 


a) 


uU 
v 
i) ee 





mma 

Tako 

NOTANG BAD h 

wil HAPPEN To, NEP Yeu 
You TONIGHT! 

























wan YER 
LopKIN’ FINE! 
‘REAL HaNosomne! 





‘STRAIGHTEN YER. 
{te A Bit, Av: 








no, THAT AUNT. 
HOW WE DRESS 
FER DATES HERE. 


‘aint EVEN SHUR. 
WHAT THAT MEANS, 
Bur Vo. 


























Eee’Boby BucieD 
IW? WHERE'PE WE 
HEADED, ARO? 









UTOUGHT We WERE 
GOING --70.A NICE 
RESTAURANT OR 

SOMETHING? 











TUR] 


11'S RIGHT \ 
ee Wee rer one) KW 
ol GIFT SHOP! 
> = 





























ERe's A 
eraurant! ) 



































f 


p 
EF 1 stun vow 
know WHAT 





rane You 
AUL'FOR come! eet 
¥-1OU THINK? 
have 





i 


& 


7 ano wu 
a 


ls CooL 
MGT BE 
0's bare! 














Fea cou ca ‘oni, spt "A CHAPERONE? % Tea, nee 
PULL A FAST OWE ‘Don'T BE So mean! CHE BROUGHT pe, HO) RONANTICALLY 
OW me Wee? Ri eruiTELY TWO DATES FOR ‘Ol FASHIONED! 
NOT WHY HE'S HERE! me, BECAUSE SHE'S 
inv best FRIEND! 





Z 3) 
ce 








ers oer Y ven suseeu 2S $ Wet, 1L00K 
outa wee, { Cogn eN O08TB! SSNS A FANTASTIC 
. i WW stiertos. 
WHAT'S YOUR, 
EXCUSE, YOU 
UTE GOBLIN? 


























7 caw y BELIEVE, 
hon EASY Iris 
To Give mor AND 








Mano TAT OnE 
REMINDS MEE 
IR BROTHER! 


(AW, LOOK AT TH, 
CUTE LITTLE GUY! 
ENE He Ks 
50 NERVOUS! 








































YOu TWINK You'Re 
Too GROSS? 







VIRO, WE'RE GOTH 
UP 70 OUR ARMPITS 
IN FISH GUTS ALL 

DAY EVERY DAl. 






‘ve, SERIOUSLY! 
You caw 
( TELL mE! 












aT MIGHT BE 
‘MCE TO HOLD 
UH... HANDS. 




































NO Ye 


UZ 
My, DF 1 a 06 Wonk = 


5 “1 HOPE THAT WASW'T 
WEIRD, ual = 








1 YOU WANA, UH. 
co WASH YOUR HANDS 
‘OR SOMETHING 








7 Geir. Guess 
JAS INDRE_OF A UAl 
a HAUS 


ay 
it 


iD 














WHAT. DD You 
WANT, TARO? 


WOW! new can 


11's WOT WE 
MON A DATE! 





CHE, Your. SISTER 

Stoney Teeers 

TDTE SEALION 
SHOW! 





AT THe Hell 7 ARE 
You FaLOWiNe Me?! 








THEY DITCHED 
US AGAIN! 





RRRRG Hand ste 


Took mf rexers! Dy 


THATS 50, 
TYPICAL! 


CALLING Your 
SISTER @ THIER?! 
>, | DONT WANT 
‘AUN CRIMINALS, 
HANGING AROUND 
mY LITE BROTHER! 





AUD | DON'T WANT MY SISTER 
DITING SOME SNIVELING COWARD 
WHO CAN'T HANDLE. HER. 
Bur WELL CHICKEN ouT 
S00N ENOUGH. IMA JUST 
FRYING TD SAVE HER THE 
TROUBLE. 


Feruscreee art 

IT ABOUT JIRO. t's 

PISSIN’ ME. OFF HOW You KEEP 
FLAPPING YOUR JAW LIKE YOU 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT Him 

HE'S BEING REALLY BRAVE 

EVEN COMING ON THs CATE! 

AND UHIE'S THE REASON HE'S 

SCARED OF GIRLS IN THE FIRST PLACE! 


‘Bur ALSD THE REASON 
HE'S BEING BRAVE HOW... 
UH THIS 1S KIND OF A 
Th compuicareo sruariow: 














10 NEVER COME TO AN 
‘AQUABIUE Cut MY OWN, $0. 
WHAT AM | OOING HERE ? 
AM | TRYING 10 PROTECT MN SISTER. 
FROM THE SANE SHITTY RELATIONSHIPS 


TALNAYS FALL FOR...OR DO | ENVY HER? 


DOES HER HAPPINESS MAKE ME 
REALIZE HON STUPID | FEEL FOR 
GEING AVERY AULTHE TIME 77! 








‘AtO YOU'RE THE 


SAME AS ME, 
RIGHT?! ‘WHY ARE 
‘You Here?! 


(BUTCHER FISH 
FOR A LVING! 




























mean Mgr 
Patan 
Una THESE FOOLS 
ARE DONE FINTING 
\ 0 WHATEVER, 


 < 


=—s 


ae 
eal 
- 















oF SameOvE NOU ORE 
Sit SE INS THE 
SAME WAY 15 














‘bw you Just LEE 
STEAL Hog: 


Tecerss” Le sae Tiere 






















THEHENE, Jeo! 
Stee isso ei zerel SS 
waesnl Jz. =| 
eosth? (/%, | 
Ne I 


y fic 
THUNK, 

7 Timoce 
Lee: 














i 
eet 


p) EveRyBoDy cer 
Ww Meee! TS, 
Ture TIME! 











ay 
Yi 
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PF 

























































































sie! 
: 
a ss 
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V ALREADY, 
HOW HOW 
mai 


ri STL SITTING. 
ur HeRe WHILE 
EVERYBODY ELSE 








By Gf THAT's Whar A. 
UIFEGUARD'S FoR. Ti uresuARDS 
TH'PODL, RIGHT? FO ATING ARE YER FRIENDS, 
GOTTA Ease INTO 
TH'WATER, SPLASH UM TRYIN! TKEEP 
AROUND A UL’ BIT. Gases hae 
+ 


WWW peer END’A 











‘eaar 1m TRYIN 
TAY 15 
‘YER DOIN’ A G000 
308 TIOAY AN! Y" 
SHOULDN'T BE 30 
HARD OW YERSEIF. 





fou wd 
do ions FRerti 
Gvew iis hee 
DATE, AN! LOOK 
YER. 20TH uu! 
2 6000 TINE, aa AN" BODY HAD. 
ToT Te HOT 








But SOMETIMES 
HtngRer Posibun 
THING THAT COULD 
HAPPEN WA 
sruarion! 
Js Bes 
TAePeN 
AN THINGS, 
en Gut FE. 


90 TRY Not Swear 
“TH seta STUFF, ANY 
Just enue aT wen 








wet, ANT 
sae. wuiere TRO'S 
(GONE OFF 10, 50: 
Wn wast TRYIN” 
PRU WL 
BROTHERLY AINE. 














“TagD WOULD 
NEVER SuDGEST 
‘ANY THING THIS 
REASONABLE. 














READY. =] 























11m HEADED Back W. F 7 S = 7 a. 

CRON THenIGN WN ~x . PaSXG Cy 7 

bean Sk | (FL CAN HANG OUT 
SN SE tenbeneseor' 

ER KFA tay screw ar. 










































































tn SHUR NoBODI'D I 
MIND WAITIN' A 
SN WNGER, 
— 
Pe Mes Peer aulhiniiey 
EAS ce 1S Waa 
queens ey 
>] feeoes 














CHAPTER: XXWV 
































‘ONE, A HANDSOME, 
But THANKFULLY IT's KIND, SUCCESSFUL 
mpossigte To maxe P50. Be SALESMAN WITH 
ANY WORSE OF Al Keep LEGS FOR PAYS. 
IMPRESSION THAN EXPEL 
| ALREADY HAVE. 
‘Mo OTHER WAY 
10 60 BUT UR 
AND CANT BE AW 
ASSHOLE. JIRO SAID 
THAT'S LITERALLY THE 
ONLY THING 1 CAN'T Do, 


ITS not EVEN A DATE. 
(75 AN INTEREST MEETING. 


JUST TWo_wrERESMING 
Suv MEETING uP 
ArTER WOR 


THE OTHER, A 
WAL UMA 
A pisasee wo 





SINE, LIKE 
bt 





MU BE EARN 
ENOUGH 50 


‘THAT COFFEE Place 
SHOULD 66 ARCUND 
HERE SOMEWHERE: 
Wm ANY ck, 
ui y 
































1 MouGHT we 
WERE Just HERE 
TO HANG QUT! 















































Tis BETTER BE THE 
BEST COFFE VE EVER, 
SE HAD MY UFE. 





























ae a YEAH, DON'T 
eee CU SOON BROSKI Wi ati 
ED GOOD LUCK MAKIN FRIENDS Ae sow ove wri 
THAT'S NOT OVER 


6 
WINING HT, RIGHT? 


Key FEAT 
Rewaeee! 
ra 


STyuise! MN \ 
RSNNLITY p=, 


jieavexs! 
THINK OF THIS LIKE. ot WOW, | WISH 
Like A SALES PITCH! COFFEE WAS 
HUGHUGHT AL YOUR ALCOHOLIC. A 
Tues! : Wa 
a \ GON 
‘LOTS OF 





You er 0 

apneic nd 
" RememaceeD\| 
meenon H 

Tas Te 











CA, Ut 
GRAB IT BEFORE 
ba | LEAVE. 





PM PEAUY HOT | 
‘All 0F A SUDDEN )) 


OH! 1 vove > 
‘your swer!t 
WHERE'D You 
err? 





aoe SHIT ys 
‘ANCE GIFT! EVER HADI? 


$0, TS BEEN A 
PRETTY WAR 
ovemeer, HUH? 





aH YU GO 
Fpst! 


40, HO, SORRY, 
You 50 FEST! 


” pm TERRIBLE 


1 O0n'T WANT TD 
COME GFF Lice... LICE 
40 ASSHOLE . 50. 

Tat SoRRY ABOUT THAT. SS 


‘wo, You'Re 
Doms GREAT! 








‘You DON'T HAVE TO 


PRETEND, 0-08 DENY Won Bur 1 WAS S000 
{rs OBvioUs LF IT wisi FINE Bin SATURDAY 


REPRESENTATION 
OF How 1 REALLY AM. 


PY wasn't TALKING 
If agout THAT NIGHT, 











SS 
KA 
g A 
bm 


KK ou i 

Sie a (é 
¥% f U MEANT EARLIER D 
Vere 







WHEN WE, WERE SPYING 
ON JIRO AND sruFF... IT 


PROBABLY DIDNT Look. 
tide tt, guT t= !0On'T 
HATE IT gp anyues,| 
whe EVEN, DRUNKER. 
*F pemenber 


100" 
AWYTHING PAST UKE, 
2: 


eX |) 



















CRAY, 50, FOR THS GemME You TRY 
TO THN OF SOMETHING YOU 
REALLY Like, BUT MAYBE AOBOOY 
vows You UKE THS THNG? 
OR MAYBE You NEVER 
rae ABOUT (7 WITH ANYONE? 


‘AND so, You TEU YOUR 
CONVERSATION 


paner agour IT! < y 


AND THEN THEY TAU 
ABOUT SOMETHING 
wey Like! 


wast 60 BM 
‘And, FORTH 
te THAT! 


‘ACTUAL, | LEARWED 
IFAT A MANDATORY 
CORPORATE, TEAQ- 
BUILDING EVENT A 
FEW MONTHS A 


BuT IT'S FUN 
10 TALK ABOUT 
stuer You LIKE! 


Y-Jou CAN 60 FIRST! 

IT DOESN'T HAVE TD BE 

‘ANYTHING WEIRD 
‘OR PERSONAL! 


irs Just, 
iknow / 
AN EASIER 









































he 
somerung 1 ue YL 
‘Mar | 060 T = 
TAU ABOUT? 
catty YEAH! 
GoM 
‘Ne BeAch? 


Jd KAOW THAT'S A BORING 
MENER, BUT 1M BENG Honest! 


ir PRogasiy Stems 
WEIRD Sulce 1” ARDLND 
SEAFOOD Ail THE TE. 
BUT 1M SURE ‘VE 
NEVER TALKED 10 
ANIQNE AT WORK 
Bout THIS 


ea wii mi non 
Ave time wien 
TWAS YOUNG, AND. 

Y \ omwo, 1 cuess 
TWAT MAKES IT FEEL 
Like A Lace WHERE 
CAN RELEK AWD 
ACTUALEY ENJOY SEE, 


cH 1S, Ul 
pireicuur Foe 
MET DOIN 
‘MOST OER 
PLACES. 


ZL (ames so meeresms 
ava wore Acar 


7 6€r THAT, BUT..1 SPEND 
40 Mc TIME WORRYING 


‘ABcUT omieR PEOPLE HAT 
WM Just OVER (T WHEN | 
‘Ger 1D THE BEACH. 


UM THERE TO 

HAVE. 0000 TIME. 

SEREW EVERYBODY 
ELSE. 





$0 EASY | HAVE: 
TuweRR A FULL 
OUTFIT. 


50 TAT weLPs 
win THe Sih 
SUT SUE 
AumLE BI. 





‘Au! niar's 4 6000 
Wal To THN 
‘ABOUT 
‘wow 1 WANA) 1 3 175 Your 
Go m THe beac! ) 1, ry TURN, RIGHT? 
cauanana! A 


7g 
my TOPIC. 
15 WEIRD 


Lewow | Sub rr 
DIDN'T NEED TO 
BE WEIRD, But 
THe FIRST THING 


THOUGHT OF. 

Wet. You CAN 
| Laue ip you 
WANT... 

















THEY COULD AupeaDy 
BE HERE, CaiLLIN ON a 
EARTH! BLENDING IN! S 


Paving Taxes! » 











WE CAN ONY RONDY AT Home. 
TAU ABOUT, LIKE, 
ALIENS at THE Beach! 


reared eS >) ‘Gut HONESTLY, (mM mone > 
tere fo A ete aries’ (AT MORK PARTIES, 
eat ML x) A, rea ve mo aren MEAN Ta TES 
5 l 2] 
Me Z 5 3 x] : 


No, 
irs 
IRD. 


i 
BORING. 




















pm... SORRY 161 YN 71 1 HAD THIS: 
HESITATED FoR A / rer custom 
MINUTE THERE: \ Z ‘ SCREENPRINTED 


= YOUR TOPIC JUS, 
uD 


Wo HOURS AGO. 
1H.. SURPRISED ME. 





























ttm soe, “rane NeRAMAN'S CHEMAN 
seen” retep To (/Blen 17, HOR CECTANE 3c!-F1 GND | STRONGLY BELIEVE BIEN HE 
‘keeps BumED)| ENERGY AND REAL- WORLD SHAT AlL (TERATIONS OF caRistonas: 
TEPER $0 UNG, |] SOCIOLOGICAL COMMENTARY HYPRAMAN HAVE THEIR OWN ‘SPECIAL 
6-6ur.. MAKES THs SERIES AN UNIQUE. STRENGTHS WHICH, 
INSTANT CLASSIC Ose MAKE THEM EQUALLY VALUABLE: 
CULTURAL SIGMFICAN CE 
CANNOT BE NER STATED: 


THE NARRATIVE THEMES! 
THE IMPORTANT LIFE LESSONS! 
THE INCREDIBLE MERCHANDISING 
(ERTL bain sritisn 
OSTUME OR UNIQUE CADE Ce. 
EAUH SEASON OF) XY UT, wasn 
THis AMAZING SHOW iT 
15 MATCHED ONLY BY 
THE SEASONS PRECEDING 
AND PROCEEDING IT! 

















SAP, 90F, UST Oe 
NST HOLD ON. 
ASEAND, RMT, 









































(ook yt FE I —1e oe gy 
You Wah Te Ie, EACH SERSON Awe 5 SORRY 
Meoute Tis ips) (6 EQUAL 00D 
JUST J WHEN 3 AND 4 

ve been TINCSD ARE GARBAGE ("x 

Be tone ano < 

T pbogeosie0 

1D BE NE 


cau Just 
Sit HERE Ano WM 
Usren To YOu... eg 





WEIL You'ee cre TOTALLY 


BLIND 08 IE GIVEN You A 
BAD IMPRESSION OF MYSELF, 
WAY 


BECAUSE THERE'S 
"0 PREFER SEASON! 
| BET Yourke JUST. 

SAYING THAT BECAUSE 

THERE'S A CAT IN 













AND So WHAT IF I LIKE 
THE ROMANTIC SEASON? 
HYPRAAN'S GOT A PRETTY 
SHIT 408 104 ASK AE 
VILIAINS ARE ALWAYS: 
HASSLING HIM, SOME 
DUMBASS ALWAYS NEEDS 
To BE SAVED, AND IT 
MAKES, SENSE THAT 
hen 68 sik OF IT 
All, Right? 


Is WAPOSSIBLE To ss 
e TRY A UTE 
HARDER TO APPRECIATE 


Like EVERY SEASON 
Iw FACT-- | BET SEASON THE 6000 IN EVERY ONE 


Exacrey!! WHICH IS WHY § 
Eouniyi! ( 

7 i ACTUALY YE 
‘Paice UR 





BECmISE THar's THE SEASON 
WHERE HPRAMAN (5 ACTUALLY 
BUT MIPRANOMANL N 
‘CaO 968 RIGHT THROUGH 
HIS GRIFF EXTERIOR TO THE 
SENSITIVE, MISUNZER STOOD 
SOUL UNDERWEATH! "AND THE INAIN ACTOR 
15 AS RIDICUIOUSLY 
TAIL AS You ARE 





SEASON t 1S PRETTY 
HIGH ON MY LIST, BUT 
LTRY 10 FIND SOME- SERSON 1? 
SING PERSGHAL IN NWR season 32! 
EVERY SEASON! THOSE AE, rues 
j oigesne 
‘GARBAGE: WE OER 
wranbue. 
1 
‘SHOUTING, 50-04 GONG 
TD HAVE @ ae 


‘pw CAN YOU. 
APPRECIATE 
SOMETHING. 





Py You Have A 
== ( PERSONALSTAKE 
W SEASON SI 

















"WOW, ICANT BELEWS 
Gor KICKED cur 

OF TWO CAFES IN 
ONLY ONE WEEK. 

You F154 MARKET 

GUNS ARE A BAD 

INFLUENCE OW ME! 
GeWEHeHe! 








LHAVEN'T BEEN ABLE 
16 cur Loose LIKE, 
WAT WW FOREVER! 





1 Retr A REAL HYPRAMAM 
Connection TomGur! 





ead. ust 

NS ret rine 4 
Tire mone 
criticawy, OK? 





GENEHE, ML BE 


{more CeiTicaL, 


fm Just..GLAD | 
ouin MAKE A 
Berree mpRession 
“ma ras PAST 
WEEKEND. 



































15 JUST MS 
SOMETHING: 

Tm DEALING 
with. 


AT SOUNDS LIKE 
NIGHT, OR. THAD A REALLY 
<A GREAT TIME. 
OR OFF ENDED 
‘You, OR MADE You 
UNCOMEERTA BLE 


1 MGHT NOT, 
REMEMBER ALL 
THe Dum STUFF 

THAT MIGHT, 





im so cui, ian i 
Ud 10 Hear Tar! * 


‘+ 


+e 

















7 ucoa, THiS 6 m0 ecoeR 
ROTHER GENKE! 17 GOING 
TO DINER. wit en and HIS. i NEAREY, $0 
‘AML NIGHT! 





Y cence, Tus 1, ) 
Yuunal TANAKA! 
We WORKS WITH THE 


“He Resraueanr © 


w 
‘HYPRAMAM SEASON, 
Wis JUST ANNOUNCED, 
$0.«.LOTS To DISCUSS! 
Wo” GEHEHEHE! 





EIMER A’ 


EY! JRO WANTED Mt 
ie of He Yea Han! ver's 


ae 

THET YiRUL KNOW HIM ED A, ee 

A°CHIE ARE TAKIN! A RIDE HOME ine conto 
K Down @1 mE EH We ae 

SANGO ARE OFF 

TAND A NICE 

PALE TEA. 


wc y Tool! 
WATER, 





WOULD WAIL PLEASE Pur, 
YER DANE SEATBELTS: ON? 











‘ALRIGHT, [M 


OUTTA HERE. 


TECHIE WANTS = PAL 
“AROUND WITH THAT 

LIME PresoUEAK SO 

MUCH , | CAN'T STOP HER, 





ut FeeLNe 
SORRY FOR’ 
YourseLr 






‘you Look 
RIpIcuLous. 





ert) NEVER 
CALLED YOUR 


aureit usly. J 


























1m Wor SURPRISED pen tVE 


senso ‘woxee) 
py WELL 


INA BAD WAY...1 JUST 

















10 You HAVE, . 
4 2 «Zien Gey 04 soun 9 
Aoce9 We Cz SURPRISED! 


ze 





{21RO, YOU DONT HAVE. 
0 BE map AT YOURSELF. 


BUT... WAS $0 NERIOUS. 

AND nADE $0 MANY BAD 

DECISIONS AND THEN: 
EVERYTHING 


UKE, THIS THME: 
You WEREN'T Almost 


A Kier 
a 


AND WE THWARTED 4B 


SIBLINGS, AND TRIED ON 
wu, 


‘SOMME, Cok HATS, AND’ 
GOT KISSED BY A SEA Ll 


fu, 





1 WOULDW'T CONSIDER. 
THAT LAST OWE A 
POSITIVE , BUT 








50, 10 CONSIDER 
Para < 


a na You REAUY, ‘SOMETIMES 
Koi ne et 
‘STUFF ( DID s pt . 4 
PeescH00l, $0. |! se _-' ys A 
petite 
ci REALLY GAD We raat ike 
CAN WAVE $0 MUCH 100 MUCH. | 


fear a PRETTY 


FUN TOGETHER, 











IMGHT BE OLD AND 
DAMP AND FISHY. 
Bur 1 THINK THE 
MAREET DOES 
Alot FoR SOME 

PEOPLE 


im SORPY, | SHOULD 
HAVE ToL0 You AL HS 
BEFORE We STARTED 
OFFICIALLY DATING 

HOPE You're Nor 
100 FREAKED CUT.» 


nedene! 1 guess "WELL EVERYCUE'S ALWAYS 
GOING THROUGH SpmETHING. 


Jenene ur 
ExPerien [ust TRY 10 BE AS 
THis vin OF SUFE UNDERSTANDING. 
q 
Han MOST PEOPLE! Met can. 
AND PEOPLE 
RW clanoe au me 
NY tere! ive seen 
IT FestHAnD! 





AND | WANT 70 
aes rae 
| WANT 70 8 A 
NERVOUS WRECK!! (00L, CONFIDENT 
BOYFRIEND WHO'S 
NOT AFRAID TO 
WINE & 6000 TIME! 


| rau 
unpeesraND. 











cf Any THERE'S ‘AN wos THar?, 
Tacha! ay He's BEEN IN A BaNcH 
(OF WESE PTIRES: 





BUT | THWVK 10° 

UKE 1 STAY. 

Our A ciTme 
LonoeR 






THE DOESu'T LIKE 
A Ws PeruRe TAKEN 
‘50 HE NEVER. 
‘SmiLeEs. 


DON'T Remempee 
TAKING 50 MADY 
PICTURES OF HM. 
ENENE 


e\ 


WANNA LOCK 


AT PICTURES 
OF my D065 7) 


“THIS ONE'S TOSHIO, a io 
‘AND THAT'S “ADASHI, d A, ‘Bur _ve's te BEST 
R : IN THE Business! 


‘AND THIS ONE'S CALLED 
¢ TAUGHT INE EVERI- 


TARO, ACTUALLY! i y 
S :: THING | KAW! 
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3=>s 
PEs 
es 
gee 
S28 
~s 





A. SUNDAY STORY 
A sung RUPE 





BACK. I'M OV. 
CUSTOMER SERVICE. 


WZ 


ae 1} 


$0 JUST DO ary 

Your 3OB AND San or 

ota at on fT 
meat a? 7) IP 
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J/ 7 
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LIGO 








4 
IRE A } (, 
¢ = SS F 
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WHAT KIND OF 
,, DRUNK ARE Youd: 


TAISE!: 


IT TAKES ALOT TD 

oe TAGEL DEAUK, 

AWD con’siDERIME | Hol 

OFTEN” HE Js Dewvk, THATY 
4 (Ora BOOZE. 


TYS\  pne pewks less iE He 
| 0S V Hels 

a OUT WITH FRIEWDS so HE 

CAN HELP IF THEY GET TOO 
HUNG WER 









Ako : 


TAO 15 ALMOST IMeo35 
1 61 DRUK, Bur HE OE 


KEES iT A Sb CREF 50 HE 
CAV DO STUFF HE ALWAYS WANTS cay (tl 


40 But PRETEWD 11's Cue HE'S Vy aA 


IWTOXICATED Sees 
URS LL / Coats 


SOBER GA 
— = EP» ac 


Atv Evtteme Lane 
LIGHTWEIGHT. Ve? ™ 2D VE 
races um NV soy 
LiKE Z UGHT Bi 
BEERS TO GET FAll- Dow Diewwk. 
HE |S 1000% MORE PERSOVABLE 
AWD TOUCHY-FEELY bHILE WEBI\ATE D. 


> Weiomnvl PeAcncALLy 






Norhvb AWD HARDLY 
Ever BeIVEine ce A BIG 
Factor W Th 





JRO! se Br 1S 8) 

yiro Has | ie a 
AN AVERAGE ae \ 
IDLERANCE - M 
But POE Sw 'T hae = 
TE TASTE OF BEE Much. HE DR\IVES 
Quickly TO GET DRUVK FASTEC. HE Is 
VE (2Y UNFOCUSED WhLlE Duk, AD 
HAs TO BE MOWITORED oO ELSE HELL 
WANPER OFF OR FALL OVER SomMETH WG 
Of SOMEDNE, 
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(eA THe sau wow \\] 
BE THE SAME. 

Fee |\ WITHOUT YOU, MAL Jy 
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WERE tOsNe THE 
SF PRETTIEST GIRL IN 
THE WHOLE MARKET! 


‘BUT, Y'KNOW, ITS HARI 
TO GET TEENAGERS 1 


OF COURSE 
UL ASK GEN, 
AND TARO FIRST, 





























NULL! 
( uo mt BEAUTIFUL (i 
SS) (wire Yumno! = 
NO BACK PATS WHILE 


{Mt HOLDING THE | 
4 | z Caunpey, DEAR, ACRE 











(6 YOUR BROTER 
WOME,SOUIRT? JE an 
His Room! 
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TARO, / HOW'D You LIKE 10 iS 
wo (| WORK AT THE Fis \ 

NEPA 2 } MARKET WITH YOUR 
“ee UNCAE REN? 

WE COULD USE 

f AN LIKE You! 














1 SAY You JUST 
Ff DRAG THOSE PUNKS 


IN HERE AND THROW | 


I5'SI SAKANAS 
STAU? 


‘AY NAME'S SHIGERU 
WATANABE, SIR. 


A ROUGH TIME! TARO 
ESPECIALLY... | CAN'T FORCE THEM 
‘TO WORK HERE. 


1 JUS GOT INTER TOWN 
FROM OSAKA, AN’ I'm 
LOOKIN’ FER A JOB. 








‘AH, PERFECT! 
WE CAN Do THE. 
INTERVIEW IW 
‘THE BACK Room 


OW MANS SHop! 7 


(CED al 





mnucl BUT WASTIN’ 
MONEY WITH ONLY 
METER RUN IT. 





WATCH THE FROM 
NG A MINUTE, KOI! 


‘AND WHAT BRINGS 
You All THE WAY 
To TOKYO? 
‘WELL, BACK IN OSAKA, | GOT 
TWO SISTERS, TWO MAS, 
, AN‘ TWO GRANDMA'S. 


FIGURED THEY'D ALL NAG 
‘ME TDEATH |F 1 DIDN'T 








BUT (my OLD MAN 

WAYS SAID | HAD 
AKNACK FER 

BUTCHER WORK... 


$0, 1 °SPOSE 
THAT'S WHAT 
tm BEST AT. 








YOU'RE ASHOE-IN 
FOR THIS JOB, Kio! 


W-WELL rm STILL 
MOVIN’ IN, 90... 
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(SOMEBODY SHOULD Go 
TAKE THE SIGN DOWN, 
Cuz’ WE GOT OURSELVES 
A NEW BUTCHER 








1 THis sakanas W Gee 
STALLZ) 3 REN SAKA?! 


1M APPLYING TD 
‘THE JOB ON 
THIS FLYERM 





TM A SELF 
STARTER! 


WOAH! Hew HAW, 
I\\ slow Down, Bor! 





WE'VE ALREADY 
HIRED SOMEONE! 


HUH? UH. .. HE'S 
STARTING ON 


1 CAN START 
WORKING RIGHT 
THis SECOND! 








WHY DO You 
WANA WORK 
AT AFISH STAU? 
THERE'S LoTs OF 
DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF PEOPLE HERE! 


FEW TIMES IN 
WM JOB SEARCH 
THAT...1'm... 


ACAND | HAVE aioli THATS ENOUGH! 


A SINGLE Mom... 
You Dow T HAVE TO 
AND | DIDNT ‘SPILL YOUR GUTS TO 
FINISH SCHOOL. 


WHAT KIND OF 
WORK DO You 
THINK YOu Could 
Do HERE? 




















































SIRt St TRIN 
TH FiouRe our TH J” 
TKI SUBWAY. _/ 














50...YOU FINALLY 
a ¢ SHOWED UP 
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7 ecourse not! ques 
tm SHIGERU —yEp wame? 
WATANABE, 


NY PSE) wont cer FIRED FoR 
1 BEING LATE EVERY DAY, 
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B'FORE LONG WITH AN 
ATTITUDE LIKE THAT! 


GWE A HOUER 
IF YA NEEDME. 
= 


























YOU CALL 
‘WIS QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE?! 
\ WOULDN'T PAY 
1000 FOR THIS 


PIECE OF CRAP! 





\ DEMAND 
TOSEEYOUR 
REAL STOCK! 





{M NOT CUTTING 
A DEAL WITH A 
HALF -JAPANESE! 


A Ni 
|WANT DECENT 

FISH OR If TAKING 
MY BUSINESS 
ELSEWHERE! 











THE CUSTOMER 1S 
5 AWWAYS RIGHT! 


SPECIAL FOR YOU! 


MR. WATANABE CAN é | 
PREPARE SOMETHING (77 ( 
<i\\ 
EX... RIGHT, > 
mR. WATANABE...2 


if 


t 
heim 
my 
I 


x 
ee, 


‘) 
E 
vam. 


A’ 
VN 
(wr); 








You BETTER BE 
GOOD WITH 
THAT KNIFE! 










































SHE SHOULD BE THE 
ONE PAYING FOR THIS, 
NOT MR. SAKANA! 













HAUA... 
TMANKS FER YY 
(_ BELIEVIN' IN mE, 
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tu Ste YOU 
AROUND. 




















NO, L UNDERSTAND. 
TLL...START LOOKING 
1 FoR A REPLACEMENT, 






BUT HIYOR''S DUE 
IN AMONTH! J 
| GOTTA FIND 
SOMETHING | 
WITH BETTER 
HOURS... 
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HAW HAW, my. > 
wat any = 
MOVIN’ ON, BOY! 














But my MA NY PA 
ARE RETIRED, KOJI 
FAMILY'S GROWIN, 


mY BOYS ARE ALL Yuna! Z 
OVER THE PLACE... 2 — 7 \ 
THis STARTED OUT AS \ A 
A FAMILY BUSINESS, R 
But i'm THE ONLY ys iM 


SAKANA LET! 





THE NEXT WEEK: | 
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H/coui! Ger THAT NS 


























IT'S BEEN TulO YEARS: 
4 WHERE WERE You?! 





TARO 15 GOING ® 
To Be OUR 
NEW BUTCHER! 


UGH...HIRING SOME. 
THUG THAT JUST 


Fo oown 
THE FORT, 
JUupAL! 





COULD You CHECK IN \_4 
ON Him? GWE HIM 
SOME TIPS? 








YOU RUINED A \ 
WHOLE CASE OF 
PERFECTLY 
G000 FISH!!! 
YOU CAN'T JUST 
ASH THEM WITH 
WHERE DID ALL 
THis BLOOD COME 
FROM717} 
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S-SLAMMING 
YOUR KNIFE INTO 
THE COUNTER, 


(T's BAD FOR, 
THE BLADE. 
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THT AAR 
CRITICIM, 


OH MY GOD | 

y CAN'T WAIT FOR 
eas = SHIGERU TO 
GET BACK. 

— —r) 
=|) YOU MEAN 

ERE STUCK 

WITH HIM?!7 \, 
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50, YOU'VE ONLY 
SEEN YOUR BROTHER 
A FEW TIMES IN THE 
PAST FOUR YEARS... 



















But HERE 4 
‘YOU ARE... 





SLEEPING ON HIS 
COUCH BECAUSE 
YOU FLUNKED OUT 
OF SCHOOL. 


WW'5...1T'S COOL THAT 
You'CAN RECONNECT 
WITH HIM... 


AND (T's NICE THAT 
YOUR UNCLE OFFERED 
YOU SOME HOURS AT 

‘THE FISH STALL... 


UT IT'S JUST 
SEMFORARY. 


UNTIL YOU...UH.. 

FEEL LIKE TRYING 

THE SCHOOL THING 
AGAIN. 








Wi = \ 
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Your FIRST. 
DAY'S GONNA BE 
CRAZY! 


ISN'T THIS GREAT, 
‘3IRO? US BROS, 
OUT AND ABOUT, 

HAVIN’ SOME FUN! 


=f JUST LIKE 
SC ov TIMES! 
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1.1 KNOW (‘VE BEEN A 
SHITTY BROTHER FOR 
THE PAST FEW YEARS 
BUT...1'M EXCITED THAT 
WE GET To WORK 


THE MARKET'S 
BEEN REALLY 
GREAT FOR ME 
AND...! THINK, 
You'tt LIKE IT 
Too! 
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>| ‘ 
t) 
. ie YUUDAI'S GONNA 
; WA X| MURDER US IF 
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THIS ISN'T THE MAIN, 
TRANCE, BUT I 
WANTED To SHOW 
YOU THE BiG FISH 
‘wuz IT'S COOL. 


























r.6hCO 
‘AND Hi 7 
INNER MARKET! 


1 DIDN'T KNOW THIS, 
WAS AIL BACK HERE! 
IT'S UKE A maze! 


(1S THE BIGGEST 
‘SEAFOOD MARKET 
INTHE WORLD! OF 
COURSE IT's HUGE 
‘AND CRAZY! 








NOT PLANNING To STAY 


SURE, BUT..1-1' op 
aa ag FOR VERY LONG.. 


MT ss) 
"one IIRC od 





AND HERE WE 
are! Home sweet) 
Fist STALL 





HOW was YOUR 
EZ\ ‘TRIP, wy BOI? 
a 


Soon! ITs rs 
HOME 
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‘Goon?! 11's FANTASTIC 
NOW THAT ['VE GOT MY 
FAVORITE BOYS WORKIN’ 
AT THE FAMILY STALL! 


TH-THANKS FOR 
GWING ME THE JOB. 


NOW WE JUST GOTTA 
CONVINCE THAT BRATTY 
COUSIN OF YOURS! 
WW oR 








NOW. LET'S 
GET TO work! ) 
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— 
HAH! A'COURSE! BUT 
\ AIN'T THE ONE 
WITH A PATIEN 
PROBLEM. 


[WD 


es 


HATS YUU 
‘GOTTA WORRY 


You REMEMBER 
SHIGERU, RIGHT? 
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Ez 


Ho's THAT 
](on..Youve mer 
HIM BEFORE. 


ITDEEN 


Guy AT THE 
BARBEQUE 
LAST YEAR? 








EVERY SAKANA 
50, YOU'RE HOME ON BREAK, HAS TO TAKE HIS 
JIRO? WHEN ARE YOu TURN, RIGHT, REN? 






LAst YEAR'S BBO... = 


GONNA COME BACK AND 
WORK AT THE STALL? 


2 
cag 


‘YOu BOYS BETTER 
WATCH OUT NEXT 
TIME HE'S IN TOWN! 
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THAT GUY 
WAS REALLY 
CREEPY! 
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SAKANA 


LAUNCHING TOMORROW! 
JANUARY 3161 - FEBRUARY 29 tn !!! 





WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN #2522" 


UY CALAN \) *TAISEI'S ORIGINAL 


CHARACTER DESIGN 







WELCOME TO A VERY SPECIAL 
EDITION OF HOW TD SAKANA! 
(m THE AUTHOR MAD RUPERT. 
AND BY THE Time You READ 




























THIS COMIC, SAKANA WiLL 
HAVE OFFICIALLY TURNED Ki WOWLEDGE, ) #2 suaee? @ 
\0 YEARS ovp.! Pw, 
THIS WAS AN uy 

IN THOSE (0 YEARS, A LOT HAs EARLY VERSION 

CHANGED ABOUT THE STORY OF YUUDAL 

FROM WHAT Was INITIALLY YS 
PLANNED OR CONSIDERED. cool | 

50, 1'0 UKE TO TAKE A LOOK nite Mer 

*TARO'S DES 









WAS BASED ON 
A WHALE aT 


ONE POINT. yy 


AT SOME OF THE IDEAS, BOTH 
Glo AND SMALL, THAT DIDN'T 
MAKE IT INTO THE comic! 










TRUTHFULLY, I'VE PROBABLY 
FORGOTTEN Ag MANY IDEAS AS 
IVE IMPLEMENTED, AND LOTS OF 
‘WHAT-IFS" HAVE BEEN LOST TO 
TIME. BUT TODAY 1m DIGGING 

Down DEEP iro my BRAIN 
CAND SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS) 
TO BRING You THESE EXCITING 
SAKANWA HYPOTHETICALS! 










| GUESS THIS 1S WHAT 
WHALE HAIR WOKS LIKE? 























MME, 10 YEARS AGO 
(IN COLLEGE 





THIS IS AN 
EXTREMELY 
SMART IDEA. 





| BEGAN PosTING SAKANA exces To DEWANTART 
IN JANUARY 2010. | ONLY HAD 14 PAGES TO START WITH 
CIT WAS 4 SCHOOL PROJECT ORIGIVAWLY ) BUT | 
WANTED To CONTINUE PRACTICING mY COMIC— 
MAKING SKILLS. | WASN'T SURE WHERE TO TAKE 
JHE LARGER STORY, $01 BEGAN USING DA POLLS 
TO HELP ME SOURCE NEW IDEAS. 





NOTABLE POLLS INCLUDED... 


@: HOW MANY OTHER PEOPLE WORK AT THE STALL... ? 
A: JUST JIRD AND TARO ~~~ (25 “7e) 
B: ONE OTHER PERSON ~~~ (42.70) 


Q: THE PHONE ¥ IN STRIP #12 WAS... 7 


Ai CASH REGISTER GIRL'S # —— (60%) 
6: NOT CRO'S (40%) 


- 361 VOTES, FEBRUARY 22, 2010 





c:TWO OTHER PEOPLE ~~~ (25%) 
D: THREE OTHERS ~~~ (8 7) 





WAS THAT CHIE'S #? THE singte ws Tal VOTES, APRIL 23, 2010 
MAZORITY VOTED YES! 
| HAVE NO IDEA WHAT 

THIS STORY WOULD HAVE 


TURNED OUT TO BE IF 










MOST PEOPLE PICKED 
ONE, GuT THERE WAS 
AN OPTION FaR UP TO 
THREE NEW CHARACTERS! 
WHO WERE THEY ?? 


THIS MYSTERY LEADS 
TO MY WEXT POINT.+++ 


EVERYONE HAD said NO! 

OID | EVEN HAVE 4 GACK- 
UP PLAN?? | HONESTLY 
CAN'T REMEMBER!!! 



















TAISE! AND YUUDAL HAD 

i E: 
SWITCHED PERSONALITIES! wiTHOU SATING THAT ME 
COMIC WAS SUPPOSED TO 
GE MUCH SHORTER THAN 
IT TURNED OUT 10 BE. 
















“HOW SHORT” YOU ASK? ORIGINALLY, 
ARATA!S INTRO WAS SUPPOSED TO 
HAPPEN SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH 
THE FIRST DATE 


TARD, TRISE!, AND YUUDAI WOULD DucK INTO 
AMAL TO AVOID JIRO. THERE, THEY'D RUN 
INTO WHAT | CALL SPROTO-ARATA!’ 






| WAS ORIGINAUN PLANING TO GIVE 
JIRO AND TARO A MEAN ROOMMATE 
70 COUNTERACT THEIR POSITIVE FISH 
MARKET EXPERIENCE. BUT AFTER ME WAs JUST AN Ex-BOYERIEND CHARACTER 

THE COWORKER POLL, | DECIDED THE At THA POINT, WITH. NO SOLID DESIGN. 
MoRE DRAMATIC OPTION WOULD HE WOULD NEVER. SHOW UP AGAIN. 

BE TD MAKE THEIR SINGLE COWORKER 

A TYRANT AND THEIR ROOMMATE 

A SUPER NICE GUY. 














THIS SPONTANEOUS DECISION 
1S WHY YUUDA! DOESN'T SHOW 
uP IN CHAPTER. ove! 

















BECAUSE THE COMIC WAS MEANT TO BE MUCH 
SHORTER, MANY CHARACTERS WERE DEVELOPED 
ON THE FLY, RATHER THAN PLANNED FROM THE START. 








| CONSIDERED DOING A 
FLASHBACK CHAPTER 
TO EXPLAIN JIRO AND TARO'S 
CHILDHOOD, BUT WITH EACH 
NEW PLOT DEVELOPMENT, IT 
BECAME HARDER 10 FIND A 
G00D PLACE TO ADD IT IN. 














THE FlRST 11 STRIPS IMPLIED THAT OMLY 
SAKANAS WORKED AT THE STALL. | WAS 
CREATED TO INCREASE THE STAFF COUNT 
AND ADD MORE DRAMA. 



















IT ALSO SEEMED TOO 
ANGSTY FoR THE GENERAL 
TONE OF THE STORY. 





















WY 

N'T JUST IN @ STORY BUILT OW 

On Ne Tae Na MISCOMMUNICATIONS, 

Romannic comedy! 1 COMPLICATE THINGS 
1 WAS MADE TO EVEN FURTHER! 

COMPLICATE THINGS. 











SINCE THEN, THE OVERALL THEME 
OF THE COMIC HAS SHIFTED To 
CHARACTERS HELPING EACH 

OTHER WITH CURRENT PROBLEMS, 
RATHER THAN FOCUSING ON 
THEIR PASTS. 

















('M A CHARACTER WHO KNOWS 
WHAT SHE WANTS, $0 | ACT 
AS A BREAK FRom THE TURMOIL! 












EVERY LONG 
FORMAT STORY 
NEEDS A BIG BAD 
VILLAIN, RIGHT? 








WE WERE MEANT AS THROWAWAY CHARACTERS, 
BUT WHY WASTE GOOD DESIGNS? OUR ROLES IN 
THE STORY CONTINUE TO CHANGE AND EXPAND 
BEHIND THE Scenes! 





















A BUNCH OF IMPORTANT CHARACTER- BUILDING 
MOMENTS WERE ALSO ADDED ON THE FLY... 


VU BE REAL WITH YOU : MANAGING 
A DECADE- SPANNING STORY IS A 
HUGE CHALLENGE, ESPECIALLY 


IN( Ti IT. 
IsTEao oF cuzceint Wan \ (” InSrEAD OF avn INTHE WEIN, DEFOSIENEN 
YUUDAI TER THE ARATA ININGFUL TALK ABOUT 
IcIDeMT, JRO was usr || COFFEE, THe THUGS WERE THERE Be oo (aN Or 
GONNA G0 BACK TO WORK. INA BEAT GENT! UP. DEVELOPMENT, IT CAN GE HARD 
TO TELL IF YOu'vVE MADE THE 
RIGHT DECISION. 


AND MOST OF THOSE DECISIONS 
WON'T PAY OFF IN THE STORY FOR 
AT LEAST A FEW YEARS! 















THE SEcoWD DATE WAS Also THIS: IT CAN ALL GEr A é 
GONNA TAKE PLACE IN A - ume _oleRnite 


REGULAR OLD RESTAURANT. INSTEAD OF FINDING OUR 
SHARED INTERESTS, LET'S | | 


THIS IS MICE BUT SPY ON JIRO'S 2p DATE! 
( 

KINDA BORING! WOW, JUST LIKE IN 

= VOLUME ONE 2? 







(T'S WILD TO THINIC HOW UNRECOGNIZABLE 
SAKANA MIGHT BE IF | HAD MADE JUST 
A FEW DIFFERENT DECISIONS..- 






BUT WHENEVER I'M FEELING UNSURE OF 
(ANSELE, | ALINAYS TRY TD THIN BACK TD THE 
FIRST IMPORTANT SAKANA DECISIONS | EVER 
MADE: 10 CONTINUE THE STORY, 10 KEEP THE 
PLOT FLUID, AND TO PRACTICE My WRITING 
AND DRAWING, NO MATTER WHAT FORM IT 
TAKES. AND, AT THE END OF THE Day, I'm 
REAUY PROUD OF THE CHOICES I'VE MADE 
AND THE DIRECTION THE STORY HAS TAKEN. 








A FISH MARKET COULD 
BE INTERESTING «.. BUT 
WHAT ABouT A Mall 






Food COURT ?? 















HOWEVER, | FEEL UKE I'VE DONE A GOOD 

JOB STAYING TRUE TO THE TYPE OF STORY 

| SET OUT TD MAKE. 

$0, MAYBE THINGS WOULDN'T 
HAVE TURNED QUT 50 

DIFFERENT AFTER ALL... 











